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The University of Memphis saw an increase of approximately
1,300 students this fall compared to last year's enrollment,
giving the U of M close to 21,700 students. This is the largest
enrollment since 1986 and one of the largest in the history of
the University. Above, President Shirley Raines with students at
Freshman Convocation on the first day of class August 31.
Photo by Lindsey Lissau.
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U of M professors offer
novel approach to autism research
Some autistic patients can talk for hours on a subject and
recite facts to the point that it's socially inappropriate. They can
give minuscule details on a model train set, for instance, telling
their audience about a steam or diesel locomotive, freight cars,

Dear Alumni and Friends:

passenger cars, couplers and steel rail joiners. But they can't track

Superior academic programs and state-of-the-art facilities are key to the University

what's going on in their social context and be able to say, "That's

of Memphis' mission of becoming one of America's leading metropolitan research
institutions by 2012. We have made tremendous strides toward this goal, but it has
only been made possible because of the generosity of our ardent supporters whose
contributions fuel our campus in so many ways. The Helen Hardin Honors Program, FedEx
Institute of Technology and the Michael D. Rose Theatre Lecture Hall are shining examples
of how philanthropy can make a tremendous difference in our students' education.
One of our most generous supporters is alumnus Frank Flautt Jr., who is the cover
story for this issue of The University of Memphis Magazine. An award-winning hotelier,

enough information. Let me move on to something else." They have
lost theory of mind. They have a deficit in the conscious awareness
of their ability to assess social situations.
Drs. Guy Mittleman and Charles Blaha, professors in behavioral
neuroscience in the College of Arts and Sciences' Department
of Psychology, have a theory that some of the cognitive deficits

Mr. Flautt has been a driving force behind our internationally recognized Wilson School of

associated with autism result from a disconnection between the

Hospitality and Resort Management, lending not only financial support, but his expertise

cerebellum, located in the back of the brain, and the frontal cortex.

in hotel operations as well. His benevolence also resulted in the recently opened Frank

This disconnection is thought to occur as a result of a loss of

L. Flautt Golf Center, a state-of-the-art training facility on our Park Avenue Campus that is
second to none. The University of Memphis is grateful to Mr. Flautt and to all friends and

important neurons in the cerebellum called Purkinje cells.
Mittleman and Blaha are co-principal investigators on a $2 million

alumni who choose to support the University.
As the Fall semester begins, please mark your calendar for a weekend of exciting
activities Oct. 9-10 when the University will celebrate Homecoming 2009. Among our
many activities will be the annual parade and pep rally on campus. A complete list of the
weekend's events is on page 36.

grant that will allow them to investigate this disconnection theory as

Drs. Charles Blaha and Guy Mittleman
British Columbia-Vancouver, will map the actual physical anatomy of
the cerebellum-cortex connection.
The grant is the first one to propose that there is a distinct

well as a key element being regulated in the frontal cortex, dopamine,

association between the loss of Purkinje cells in the cerebellum

a chemical transmitter that modulates the activity of cortical neurons.

and frontal cortex function. Mittleman says that the team has been
researching autism for at least five years. "I think our conceptualization

On a different note, the University recently received a penalty from the NCAA because

Their five-year study will use an animal (mouse) model of autism

of the use of what they deemed was an ineligible player during the 2007-08 season. We

and has a four-pronged approach: Mittleman will study the behavior

of the problem is pretty far advanced, and it's different than a lot of

are appealing the decision because we feel we diligently followed the rules; the player

of the animals in a cognitive task; Blaha's neurochemistry lab will

other people's. Other scientists are searching for what sort of brain

look at the ability of the cerebellum to release dopamine in the

damage underlies autism. We have a relatively refined hypothesis."

competed only after the NCAA Eligibility Center cleared the athlete on two separate
occasions. We also were penalized for travel irregularities and have put in place stringent

Blaha says the study is a novel exploration. "Our research

guidelines to safeguard against this in the future. This was an honest mistake on our part

mouse frontal cortex; Dr. Heck Detlef at the University of Tennessee

and we feel the penalty is too extreme. The penalties do not affect the program in the

Health Science Center will look at the electrophysiological events

presents a unique opportunity to investigate the link between the

future, and with exciting and energetic new coaches in Josh Pastner in men's basketball

that occur along the nerve pathways from the cerebellum to the

cerebellum and cortex. It is our hope that this will lead to new lines

cortex; and Dr. Dan Goldowitz, a neuroanatomist at the University of

of investigation and methods of treating autism." — by Ann Brock

and Beth Harrelson in women's golf, the future could not be brighter for the programs.
As the academic year commences, we again are expanding ways that our students can
achieve success after graduation. We are instituting the Internship Guarantee Program, which
provides an internship to all incoming freshmen by their senior year. Memphis, as a regional
business and medical hub, is the perfect setting for this program. The University of Memphis
has an extensive network of friends, small businesses, non-profits and corporations that are
ideal environments for our students to receive experience in real-world surroundings. Read
more about this program on page 4 and contact us for student interns.
As we approach our 100th anniversary in 2012, the University of Memphis continues
to broaden its horizons in terms of offering the best education, learning facilities and
campus experiences possible. In my ninth year, I am excited to serve as president of your
University.

Noteworthy happenings ... History professors Janann Sherman and Beverly Bond are writing a history
of the University of Memphis to celebrate our 100th anniversary in 2012! If you have old photos and/or memories and stories about your
time at the University, please forward them to Dr. Sherman at sherman@memphor

call 901/678-2515. • The Confucius Institute

at the U of M will host three days of festivities Oct. 4-6 to celebrate its second anniversary. Activities will include a ribbon cutting at Wilder
Tower to signify new office space, the mid-Autumn festival and the unveiling of the Confucius statue. Go to www.memphis.edu/cium for
details on other events. • The U of M's second annual Sustainable Technologies Awareness Day will be Oct. 6 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on the Student Plaza near the fountain. The Center for Biofuel Energy & Sustainable Technologies (BEST) is spearheading this event to
display sustainable, eco-friendly projects that promote environmental responsibility. This year's free event will focus on University and student
projects that embrace the spirit of the Green Campus Initiative. Contact Marian Levy at mlevy@memphis.edu or 901/678-4514

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Alumni &
Development Office, The University of Memphis,
120 Alumni Center, Memphis, TN 38152-3760.

for information on how to register.
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U of M guarantees internships for incoming frosh
If internships are indeed the path to a
successful career, U of M students Adam
Holthouse and Anthony Fenech had two
tickets to paradise this summer.
As the U of M expands its internship
opportunities - starting this fall all eligible
freshmen are guaranteed an internship
position by their senior year — Holthouse
and Fenech learned the hospitality and
resort management trade at one of the
premier vacation spots in the world: the
Orange Lake Resort in Orlando, Fla.
"The best thing about this internship was
that I learned things that no classroom can
teach you," said Holthouse. "The things
Anthony and I have experienced here will
carry on to future jobs in the hospitality
industry and will allow us to become
leaders of the industry one day."
Added Fenech, a sophomore, "I got such
a diverse and well-rounded experience
here that I feel like I am ahead of the
game in terms of my own personal career
development. The best thing about this
internship is that it began to narrow down
what I want to do after college."
The two are students in the Kemmons
Wilson School of Hospitality and Resort
Management in the Fogelman College of
Business & Economics.
The U of M's Internship Guarantee
Program begins this fall with incoming
freshmen who will be able to get quality
work experience in their chosen fields in
"real world" settings.
"An internship enhances the educational
experience of a student," said U of M
Provost Dr. Ralph Faudree. "It is a valuable
aid for a student to make the connection
between their academic studies and the
work place. Studies indicate that students

4

Adam Holthouse (left) and Anthony Fenech.
take their academic program more seriously

as well," said Holthouse. "I met amazing

after having an internship experience.

people that I will keep in touch with for the

"For many students, their first position is

rest of my life." — by Greg Russell

a direct result of their internship with the
employer," Faudree continued. "Employers
Just east of the U of M's Elma Roane Fieldhouse, where tennis courts once dominated the landscape organic gardens are producing herbs, 'low.
and vegetables. The corn has tasseled out, and ears have perked up, blossoms have produced squash and vines tied to bamboo stakesi are hang ng
with tomatoes. The area, dubbed "The Oasis," is part of the Tiger Initiative for Gardening in Urban Settings (TIGUrS) Pllot pr°|ef^
spawned by Dr. Karyl Buddington, director of the campus Animal Care Facilities. Volunteers moved cinder blocks to create the raised gardensspread
compost, dug holes and dropped in plants. All 47 gardens were planted in just two days. Other crops, which are free to those wanting to harvest
them, include sunflowers, green beans, peppers, eggplant, okra, basil and parsley. Photo by Lindsey Lissau.

from both the public and private sector
indicate that an internship is one of the key
elements they look for on a resume."
Students must be in good academic
standing and must be making satisfactory

Online MBA debuts at U of M

progress toward a degree. The U of M is
recommending the internships be done
during the student's junior or senior year.
The work experience may be paid or
unpaid, and can be credit or non-credit.
Students may initiate the process through
either their academic department or the
Career Services office.
'The students at the U of M are very
fortunate to be at a metropolitan research
university, since this opens the door to a
wide range of internship experiences," said
Faudree.
'This internship has been a blessing not
only for my career, but for my personal life

Are you a True Blue Tiger?
Know someone who should be?
Future students can sign up
to get more information on the U of M
at www.memphis.edu
by clicking on the Sign Up link.
You may also email us at

recruitment@memphis.edu
with the names of any students
you would like us to know about.

Thanks for your support!

Beginning this fall, the University of Memphis will offer the master
of business administration degree online. The online MBA program
is designed for busy professionals whose schedule or location makes
it difficult to attend classes in person at the Fogelman College of
Business & Economics.
The new, fully internationalized curriculum will utilize real-time
chat, AV-enhanced PowerPoints, podcasts, blogs, threaded discussion
boards and Wiki collaboration tools. The program provides a
strategic understanding of today's business problems and the latest
knowledge, best practices and tools to solve those problems.

THE UNIVERSITY OF

MEMPHIS
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

The online MBA is a 33-credit-hour program that consists of a 30
credit-hour core (common to all of the University's MBA programs)

SUMMER 2009

plus one three-credit-hour elective. It features two on-campus
residency sessions: creativity and innovation, and leadership and
team-building. These courses are better suited to face-to-face
interaction rather than online, and they are taught over a three-day
period in the week before the fall semester.
'The Fogelman College of Business & Economics is tremendously
excited to offer our new online MBA," said Dr. Gregory Boiler, director
of MBA programs. 'The business community and prospective
students across the region have been eagerly awaiting our rollout of
an innovative global business-focused online MBA."
Visit vmw.memphis.edu/onlinembo for more information, including
details on the application process.
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Move over Indiana Jones

ARRA-funded grant will help fill need
for math and science teachers

The U of M's earth sciences department unearthed an Indian
village during their month-long archaeology field camp this summer in
Somerville, Tenn., at the Ames Plantation. The find included ceremonial

The University of Memphis has been

our faculty is examining ways to improve

in enhancing their math and science
instruction.

mounds and eight to nine houses surrounded by a defensive wall. The

awarded a $1.5 million Robert Noyce

the effectiveness of classroom instruction in

settlement dates back to 1100 A.D., known as the Mississippi period.

Teaching Fellowship grant from the National

math and science."

This year the University of Memphis,

Fellows also receive a salary supplement

along with 170 other universities, pledged

and support secondary education math

of $ 10,000 for each of the first four years of

to the Association of Public and Land-grant

and science teachers for the Memphis City

their full-time teaching assignment. They will

Universities (APLU) to increase its graduation

where people gathered and then dispersed back to their farmsteads,"

Schools. The award was funded under the

complete about 160 hours of professional

of mathematics and science teachers.

said Dr. Andrew Mickelson, project director and assistant professor of

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

development during these four years,

Receipt of the ARRA grant supports this

earth sciences in the College of Arts & Sciences.

(ARRA). The Volkswagen Group of America

including leadership training during the third

pledge and helps to address Memphis City

This find proved otherwise by being a large, permanent settlement.

provided matching funds for the grant

and fourth years. A long-term goal is for the

Schools' need for highly qualified secondary

Archaeologists had visited the site since the 1960s, but were

through a gift to the University of Memphis

fellows to become teacher leaders within

math and science teachers.

to support Science, Technology, Engineering

the school district to assist other teachers

The discovery is important because it reveals people's living

Science Foundation (NSF) to recruit, train

habitation at the time.
"One hypothesis was that these mounds were ceremonial centers

unable to find anything of significance. The U of M discovery is due in
large part to a new, $20,000 piece of equipment, a magnetometer.
With the magnetometer, we're able to survey a large area, almost
five acres in three or four days," said Mickelson. 'This gave us a
complete picture of what was buried beneath the surface without

U of M students at the archaelogical dig at the Ames Plantation in
Somerville, Tenn.

and Mathematics (STEM) teaching and

having to dig. Through traditional excavation means, this would take

learning. The U of M and Memphis City

decades."

Schools provided additional matching funds

Visit www.memphis.edu/videos to see a video of the dig.

— by Sara Hoovt

to support the six-year project.
The goal of the program is to recruit
professionals with a bachelor's degree
in math or science who might not have
considered teaching as a career. Twenty

IF ANY OF THESE APPLY TO YOU,
PLEASE CALL ME.

In a student's own words...

fellows will have their tuition paid to
complete the 30-hour master of arts in

to
the
•,rteSt*nerit>n"y

"

^

future^

ether 5taAed //Lt -for the co^untyhv&s
only
,^
j toas ahoa/s t^p//

teaching degree with licensure in secondary
My name is Dan Murrell, and I work with those generous and

education. Memphis City Schools will fund

visionary donors who have included the University of Memphis

a part-time residency program to provide

in their estate plans.

mentoring and classroom experiences while

Any of you who have made such a commitment are eligible

the fellows complete the degree, which

lor membership in the Columns Society, created to recognize

generally takes a full academic year plus

those who have invested in the future of this University.
Members of the Columns Society are providing long-term and

two summers. The aspiring teachers will

critical support, and it is on this support that the future of the

also have the opportunity to participate

University rests.

in enrichment opportunities, curriculum

If you can check any of the boxes on the poster or would like

development, Saturday children's camps

information on including the U of M in your plans, please

and professional development workshops.

contact me. I look forward to hearing from you.

^/attend the UnWerS-ty
M
a scholarship reC/ ' / /;£.
,/thout P^*d°"//"tsholarSh>pS such

p.rSf'U"'

faZ7. £ «

'The College of Education is pleased
to join the Memphis City Schools in this

To discuss a bequest,
a charitable gift annuity
or any other planned
gift opportunity at the
University of Memphis,
please contact:

Dan H. Murrell, CFRE
Director of Planned Giving
Phone 901.678.2732
Email dan.murrell@memphis.edu
319 Administration Bldg.
Memphis, TN 38152

important project," said Dr. Donald Wagner,
dean of the U of M College of Education.
'Through our joint efforts, we will be
working to increase the number of highly
qualified math and science teachers. Also,
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Net gains: Soccer looks to three-peat
When it comes to sports, hot dogs are more associated with

We took over a below average program and we were very young

something other than soccer (think '70's jingle baseball, hotdogs,

coaches," said Monaghan of himself and assistant coach Jodi Grant,

apple pie and Chevrolet), but for U of M women's soccer head

wife of men's head soccer coach Richie Grant. "I was very green, to

coach Brooks Monaghan, it meant a big score.

say the least. I had been goalkeeper coach (for both the men's and

At a tournament in Houston three years ago, Monaghan was
scouting players on one field when he decided to make a food
run. As he passed by another field on his way to a hot dog stand,

women's teams), but I had no experience in the office, no experience
as a head soccer coach. We were trying to figure things out."
The program progressed from seventh in the conference in 2004,

something caught his eye: a player that he knew relatively little

to fifth the following season to third in 2006. Then came the back-

about "did something special," he recalls.

to-back conference titles.

I was like, 'Wow, let me watch this kid.'" Monaghan kept watching
and eventually targeted the athlete as a top recruit. The result? The
player, Vendula Strnadova, came to Memphis where she earned

Rome wasn't built in a day," he said of turning the program around.
To build the program, he first looked overseas.
When we first started, it was hard to get the really strong

C-USA Freshman-of-the-Year honors after her first season in 2007.

American players so we began by bringing in international players,"

She followed up that campaign with C-USA Offensive Player-of-the-

he said, noting that recruiting wars overseas weren't as intense as

Year and Midfielder-of-the-Year awards last season.
For Monaghan, it was another recruiting coup, a player who
blossomed into a top-level athlete who has helped Memphis

on the home front. As we elevated the program, it was easier to
bring in domestic kids. My philosophy now is to go get the best."
The roster also has a huge "northern" flavor to it, with six

to back-to-back C-USA season and tournament titles as well as

Canadians on the team, thanks largely to Grant, a native of

consecutive NCAA appearances, the first in the program's history.

Sherwood Park, Canada.

With all but two starters back, Monaghan's team is again a C-USA
favorite. And after two straight first-round exits in the NCAA
tournament, the squad is poised to scratch even deeper this season.

Monaghan was no stranger to Tiger soccer when he took over:
after a year playing at the University of Evansville, he was goalie for
the Tiger men from 1992-94. Grant, whose maiden name is Fisher,

"On paper it looks great," said Monaghan, who is entering his

wasn't either; she was on the inaugural Lady Tiger team in 1995.

10th season as head coach. "We lost one or two starters, depending

This season, the Tigers look to have a nucleus that will push

on the system we used in a particular game last year.
'And the past two seasons, we've really had to rely on freshmen

even deeper into the NCAA field. With most starters back, including,
Strnadova, C-USA Freshman-of-the-Year Lizzy Simonin and team

coming in and making a big impact. This year with the returning

captain Laura Laufenberg, the squad seems ripe for a third straight

players we have, we look at the freshmen as a bonus. We don't feel

conference title.

we need freshmen to come in and light it up because we feel like it

'We want to go even further and take the program to the next
level," said the midfielder/forward Laufenberg, a junior from

We believe some of those kids can compete for playing time."

Columbine High School in Littleton, Colo. 'The chemistry gets better

With back-to-back NCAA appearances, the Lady Tigers are perhaps

basketball, but it certainly took some doing to get there. When
Monaghan took over the program three weeks before the season
began in 2000, he inherited a squad that was going nowhere fast — it
had finished 5-13 the year before and only had one winning season
since the program was started in 1995. And while some first-year
head coaches are afforded the luxury of inheriting a talented team —
some go on to win conference championships with the prior coach's
athletes - Monaghan had no such luck.

The team's success off the field is also noteworthy: 24 of 26
players had 3.0 or higher grade point averages last academic year.
Monaghan's schedule this go-round is rather daunting, with the
likes of SEC opponents LSU, Alabama, Ole Miss and Tennessee
peppered throughout.
We want to play the best competition to prepare us for

is already in place. But we are very pleased with our recruiting class.

Memphis' second most successful program of late behind men's

Above: Laura Laufenberg. Right: Lizzy Simonin. Memphis opened the
season Aug. 21 with a 2-0 shutout of No. 25 LSU. Photos by Joe Murphy.

each year. I feel like we are right there with the other good programs."
Strnadova, who grew up in New Mexico but is a native of the

conference play."
He said Central Florida will challenge for the C-USA title, but many
other teams including East Carolina will be in the mix.
"I truly believe that there are seven or eight teams that can win
the conference this year. It is extremely competitive."
The players welcome the opportunity to defend the team's back-

Czech Republic, agrees.
"A lot of the team is back so it won't take us as long to play
well together," said the junior, who is also on the Czech Republic's

to-back titles.
We definitely have a target on our back," said Simonin, a
sophomore from Lee's Summit, Mo. "But we wouldn't want it any

national team.
Memphis lost a heartbreaker to Illinois in double overtime in the

other way." — by Greg Russell

first round of NCAAs last year.
"It was an even game, it could have gone either way," the head
coach said. "Illinois made it to the Sweet 16. It could have been us."

The men's and women's teams play home games at Mike Rose
Soccer Complex. Visit www.gotigersgo.com for a complete schedule
of both squads' games.
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BY GREG RUSSELL

A point to prove
Tiger guard Willie Kemp prepares to make some noise his senior season.

The couch seemed to almost swallow Willie Kemp as he first

"Coach Cal (John Calipari) always held his players account

sat in a lounge area inside the Larry Finch Center on one of those

able," Kemp says. "There were some games I checked in and I

steamy afternoons that Memphis routinely serves up each July. If

wasn't doing the right thing and I wasn't ready to play."

it is possible to sweat from the outside in, this was one of those

And out of the game he was, often for good.

days. The air inside the facility may have been working

Kemp came to the Tigers as a celebrated recruit: Scout.com rated

but

just barely — as the makings of a single bead of sweat began to

him the 46th overall best player in the country while rivals.com

swell up on Kemp's forehead. But as questions about his prob

ranked him the No. 6 point guard his senior season and rightfully

lems on the basketball court last season rained down on Kemp

so. In a game in his final year, Kemp showed signs of brilliance: in

like hot needles, the Tiger guard, as usual, kept his cool, kept his

a loss to Poplar Bluff (Mo.) High, Kemp stole the show from Tyler

composure, kept that same air of dignity as he talked about his

Hansbrough, outscoring the future North Carolina star 36 points

disappointing season of a year ago.
"I put it all on me," says Kemp. "I held myself accountable."
If you know Kemp, you knew those answers were coming.
"Willie is that kind of kid, he is not going to say anything

to 28. Kentucky, Arkansas and Tennessee were among the schools
that wore a path across Kemp's welcome mat.
As a freshman at Memphis, he started 36 of 37 games and was
set to be the Tiger point guard his second season until Calipari

negative," says Rick Rudesill, who was Kemp's coach at Bolivar

signed Derrick Rose, this year's NBA Rookie-of-the-Year. But

(Tenn.) Central High. "He does and says what he is supposed to."

even that second year, Kemp came up big: his four 3-pointers

But was there more to it than just a lack of self-confidence, a

rallied the Tigers against Mississippi State in the second round of

label routinely pinned on him by media? It was certainly puz

the NCAA tournament. "We wouldn't have made it to the cham

zling to know how a player who helped lead his team to the Elite

pionship game without Willie," Calipari said.

Eight as a freshman starter came to consistently ride the pine last
year, save for a cameo here and there.

But last year turned to disaster, the tightrope even shakier.
Kemp was often being yanked from the game after one or two
miscues. By season's end, Kemp was playing sparingly, getting

A not-so-funny thing happened
on the way to the Forum
In the high-pressure business of college basketball, there is
often a fine line that separates the amount of playing time an
athlete receives. In elite programs, such as the University of

only three minutes in the Tigers' 102-91 loss to Missouri in the
NCAA West Region semifinals.
Whether Calipari held Kemp to a higher standard or if he sim
ply lost confidence in him, the former Bolivar star wasn't given
much room to breathe: other players were on a longer leash.
"I wanted to play through that mistake but at the same time, I

Memphis, that line is even sharper as athletes with worlds of tal

should have been ready to play and not making stupid mistakes,

ent jockey for minutes on the court. For Kemp, that fine line last

turning the ball over," he says.

year turned into a high-wire act where a single misstep was cause
for a free-fall to the bench.
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She feels that Pastner will treat her son

Adds Rudesill, "You can't relax and

more fairly. "He called me to introduce

play well if you are constantly worried

himself and to ask how I am doing. He is

about messing up — you are going to

a nice man. I think Willie will do better

mess up more.

under him."

"Cal is very demanding. I think it hurt

And it is not just Bolivar. Kemp and

Willie's confidence. And confidence is

his fraternity, Omega Psi Phi, have gone

Willie's game. He has to have that air

to New Orleans the past two years to

of confidence. I think that was kind of

work with Habitat for Humanity, building

deflating when he would come out after

homes for the needy.

one mistake.

"It is not all about basketball for me,"

"It is hard to get back. It is especially

he says. "I feel I was put on this Earth for

hard to get back when you are constantly

a purpose. I am just trying to make other

being chewed on. I think it was a conflict

people happy. Just going to New Orleans

of personalities."

and helping the people down there was a

Kemp doesn't completely buy into the

great experience for me."

"no confidence" tag. He explains it this

One more and done

way: "Coach had more confidence in the
other players that were playing in front of

Kemp says he has spent the summer

me. That was between him and the play

"working on my ball-handling skills and

ers playing, but still in my heart I knew I

jump shot." He says he is excited to play

could play great and help this team win."
But Kemp never complained. "I knew

for Pastner.
"I think Coach Pastner is a very down-

I couldn't show I was mad by coming out

to-earth type guy. He is going to push us

being selfish or nothing like that or it

and push us. During practice last year, as

could lead to other players being selfish

an assistant coach, he was one of the first

or mess the team up. I just tried to play

coaches in the gym, making sure the play

through all that."

ers got extra shots up, making sure the

Rudesill said, too, that the dribble

players were going to class and staying

drive offense might not have helped

out of trouble on and off the court. I think

Kemp as it became more firmly

it will be a great year for Coach Pastner

entrenched in the Tiger offense.

and for us. I can't wait to get into practice

"He was just trying to find a niche in

and play for him."

that (dribble drive) offense last year. That's

But there is something else Kemp is

not for Willie. The guy that created it says

looking forward to.

you need two point guards. I don't think

"I feel like I have something to prove.

you need any. You just need slashers.

Like I said, these last couple of years, I

"Willie's style, he needs to be a

that day. I get off and go home and get a

playmaker. He's good at setting up, get

he says it will be an even more up-tempo

gained celebrity status while leading the

ting guys in the right spot. Running an

offense compared to past seasons.

school to two state championships. At

Helen Johnson said Kemp took a special

couple of hours sleep and then go off to

Joe's Restaurant, on the edge of this town

interest in his kindergarten teacher who

Memphis to the game.

offense. I am not sure what Coach (Josh)

And on Kemp, Pastner says, "Willie

And Bolivar Central assistant principal

"He has made me one proud mother.

Pastner is planning on running. If it is

has a new lease on his basketball life. I

of about 6,000, owners Lynn and Lisa

was dying from cancer, "often writing her

more of a traditional offense, I am sure

am expecting big things from him on and

Hodge are huge University of Tennessee

letters and visiting her."

Willie will shine."

off the court. We are counting on him to

fans — even their business cards are

be a leader."

orange. But after Kemp as a senior took

mother, Maxine, who is battling polycystic

dren. He brings them t-shirts and makes

their freshman son under his wing and

kidney disease.

sure they are not getting into trouble. He

Pastner has said that while he plans to
use some elements of the dribble drive,

Close to home

he also plans to incorporate "my own

In Bolivar, which is about an hour's

style." Put on your track shoes because

drive east of Memphis on Hwy. 64, Kemp

But there may be no bigger fan than his

mentored him, the Hodge's took down one
of the orange walls in their restaurant

and

replaced it with a "Willie/U of M" wall
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"I try my best to be at all the home
games," she says. "I do dialysis, but I get
off the machine if they have a game on

SUMMER 2009

He makes sure that when he comes home,
he goes to the school to check on the chil

is always doing things like that for people.
He don't forget where he comes from.

haven't been playing much. I have been
the shadow behind someone. I just feel
like if I put the work in I need to do this
summer and be ready for the upcoming
season, I feel like I can prove something.
A U of M billboard last year read,
"Where there is a Willie, there is a Way.
And chances are this upcoming season,
there will be. *j[0

BY GABRIELLE MAXEY

Clearing
some space
When space debris is poised to strike, NASA turns to a U of M alumnus to divert the danger.

Skylab, NASA's first space station,

Just as mankind has created mountains

The Department of Defense tracks the

had been abandoned and its orbit was

of garbage on Earth, there is also a blanket

larger objects while NASA keeps tabs on

severely decayed. Many feared it could

of junk around the planet. Space debris

the smaller pieces.

land anywhere on Earth, raining fiery

is defined as anything in orbit that is no

debris on an anxious population. The

longer serving a useful purpose. This

station's demise sparked an international

includes spacecraft that have completed

orbit, Johnson says. Although most bits

frenzy, with people donning hard hats,

their mission but are still in orbit, solid

are small, they are traveling extremely

Any piece of debris has the potential
to damage or demolish any spacecraft in

buying t-shirts and wagering on the time

fuel fragments, paint chips and old rocket

and place of re-entry. Scientists tried

fast, up to 20,000 miles per hour. NASA

bodies that might spontaneously blow up,

has had to replace windows of the Space

several altitude control maneuvers, which

creating hundreds of pieces of debris.

they hoped would alter Skylab s re-entry

"Spacecraft are always throwing things

Shuttle damaged by objects as tiny as
a fleck of paint. If a rock caused a ding

path. They nearly succeeded, and most of

off," Johnson explains. "Lens covers,

the station's fiery pieces fell harmlessly

that small in a car windshield, the driver

straps, springs, explosive bolts."

could probably ignore it; in the Shuttle,

into the Indian Ocean off the Australian
coast in July 1979.
If such a potential risk arose today, a
U of M alumnus would be charged with
averting the impending disaster.

Another problem is that even debris
can break up. Explosions or collisions

it's dangerous.
Even debris as small as a centimeter

blast objects into small pieces, increasing

traveling at that speed could conceiv-

the amount of garbage in space.

ably puncture a spacecraft, Johnson says.

Since the first satellite, Sputnik 7, was

They carry so much energy, they're going

Nicholas L. Johnson (BS '74) has been

launched in 1957, thousands of space

NASA's chief scientist for orbital debris,

so fast they have the potential to destroy

probes, satellites and telescopes have

or self-described "junk man," since 1996.

any satellite they come in contact with."

been shot into space. There have been

Among his tasks, he and his staff keep

more than 4,600 space missions launched

track of thousands of objects orbiting the

the most heavily protected vehicle ever

from around the world, with about 60 to

Earth. Their work helps keep expensive

launched, but even it is vulnerable to

70 occurring annually.

space debris. "The International Space

satellites and manned spacecraft from

Johnson estimates there are some

The International Space Station is

Station's shields cannot handle anything

colliding with debris. His efforts also help

19,000 large pieces of debris (more than

prevent a colossal environmental problem

larger than a half inch," Johnson says.

4 inches) and as many as 500,000 objects

in space.

from a half inch to 4 inches still in orbit.

"Anything bigger would be like hitting it
with a hand grenade."

14

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

14

17 April 20
Moscow

Johnson's teams are conservative as they
work to keep manned spacecraft away from
known debris hazards. "We calculate the
possibility of a collision. If it's greater than
one in 10,000, we make a maneuver to get
out of the way," he says.
It's a critical task. NASA has had to
adjust the flight path of space shuttles
at least eight times to avoid collisions.
Sometime after 2020, the Hubble Space
Telescope could fall back to Earth in an
uncontrolled manner with many of its ele
ments expected to survive re-entry. NASA
will revisit ideas for bringing Hubble down
harmlessly over the Pacific Ocean.
"An Orion mission (NASA's next-gener
ation crew exploration vehicle) would go to
Hubble and attach an engine and re-enter
it in a controlled manner," Johnson says.
How much of a risk does space debris
actually pose to people on Earth? Johnson
says not much. "We've had thousands of
re-entries and no one has been hurt."
Most objects burn up in the atmosphere;
the surviving components, like those made
of titanium or stainless steel, are likely
to land where they won't hurt people or
property.

"The Earth is still two-thirds water,"

organizations. As it turns out, solar activ

Johnson says. "The odds are it would land

ity today is abnormally low, which allows

in the Pacific Ocean or a desolate region

debris to collect in the Earth's orbit, posing

like Siberia or the Australian desert."

risks to operational spacecraft."

Johnson enlisted in the Air Force in

Overall, he says, "MSU gave me the basic

1968 with his high school classmate,

foundations of physics and math which

Mary Elizabeth "Beth" Porter (BSEd '74).

Ihave used throughout my subsequent

They married soon after they enlisted.

30-year career in the field of orbital debris."

The couple was assigned to Keesler Air

A few years after graduating, Johnson

Force Base, where he was an aviation

developed an interest in the Russian space

Civilian Service Award and the

President's science adviser and attend

electronics technician and she was an

program. His research inspired articles

Distinguished Service Medal, NASA's

ing a deputies' meeting of the National

administrative specialist and human rela

and two books, Handbook of Soviet Lunar

highest civilian award, for his contribu

Security Council at the White House.

tions adviser. He later served a one-year

and Planetary Exploration and Handbook

tions to intercepting and destroying an

tour of duty in Vietnam.
After his discharge from the Air Force,

of Soviet Manned Space Flight.
In 1979 Johnson joined Teledyne

An order from President George W.

uncontrolled satellite before it could

Bush ended the danger. "We struck it with

strike Earth. The crippled satellite con

a missile launched from a Navy ship north

Opposite: Computer generated images
of objects in Earth orbit that are currently
being tracked. Approximately 95 percent
of the objects are orbital debris. The dots
represent the current location of each item.
Above: 70m Goldstone antenna located
near Barstow, Calif. One of many such
installations, when operated as a bi-static
radar, Goldstone is capable of detecting
2mm debris at altitudes below 1,000km.
Left, bottom: Johnson, at right, receiving an
award from the Department of Defense for
helping destroy an out-of-control satellite.
The U.S technical expert at the United
Nations in matters related to orbital debris,
Johnson has also been recognized with
NASA's Exceptional Achievement Medal for
his substantial contributions to the agency.
Left, top: Johnson, second from right, leads
the American delegation to the Inter-Agency
Space Debris Coordination Committee, a
forum comprised of the world's 11 leading
space agencies, including the European
Space Agency, Russia, China and Japan. The
members share information on the location
and risks of space debris. Images courtesy of
NASA Orbital Debris Program Office.

Johnson enrolled at then-Memphis State

Brown Engineering, where he helped

tained a large amount of a hazardous pro-

of Hawaii and blew it up," Johnson recalls.

University, majoring in physics. As a

assess the capability of the Soviet Union's

pellant that would have survived re-entry

"We completely eliminated the threat."

senior, Johnson was assigned to track

spacecraft, provided assistance in space

into the atmosphere. The intelligence

sunspots for Dr. Albert Wollett's astron

surveillance and worked on such projects

satellite, launched in December 2006,

works with the aerospace industry to limit

omy class.

as the Space Defense Initiative, known as

failed almost immediately. "We knew the

the clutter orbiting Earth by designing

ronmental issue," he says. "We want to

material could be exceptionally hazardous

debris-free spacecraft and improving their

ensure the environment in space doesn't

to human health," he says.

operations.

get any worse than necessary, and we've

"I would daily carry a telescope up

Star Wars. ' Ironically, for someone who

to (and back down from) the roof of the

has made a career of preventing damage

physics building (Manning Hall)," he

from space debris, one of his tasks was

Johnson was NASA's representative to

As a space environmentalist, Johnson

"If space gets too cluttered to send up

"It's a classic if not high-tech envi

been very successful. We recognized

remembers. "I had no idea that solar

devising a plan for blowing up Soviet

the large government interagency group

satellites, they're out of business, he

the potential for pollution in space long

activity, whichIwas studying as a special

satellites if war broke out. Says Johnson,

charged with assessing the threat posed

observes.

before it has gotten out of hand.'

project, would be so important to my future

"My sole purpose was in creating debris."

by the satellite and dealing with it. He

work for NASA and other U.S. government

In 2008 Johnson received the
Department of Defense's Joint Meritorious
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found himself visiting the U.S. Strategic
Command in Omaha, meeting with the
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Johnson likens environmental problems
in space to air or water pollution on Earth.

Visit http://www.orbitaldebris.jsc.nasa.gov/
index.html for more information on the
NASA Orbital Debris Program.
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Operation Smile
U of M alumnus Mickey Bernstein sends victims of domestic abuse away with a better outlook on life.

Sixty-one-year-old Memphis native

give them a sense of closure, an increase

later murdered by a drug pusher she owed

Dr. Mickey Bernstein (BS '71) is in the

in self-esteem and confidence to re-enter

money to."

"happiness business."

the work force."

An accredited member and immediate

Administered by the Academy's

Lester's work included periodontal
scaling, teeth extraction, bonding and

past president of the American Academy

Charitable Foundation, Give Back A

a bridge, which took nine months to

of Cosmetic Dentistry, Bernstein volun

Smile has completed 700 cases and

complete.

teers with the Academy's Give Back A

provided $6 million in services since its

Smile program that provides free cosmetic

inception 10 years ago.

"It's a process that takes a while, but it
makes you feel better," says Lester. "Your
self-esteem is improved. Just knowing

dentistry to victims of domestic violence.

"When they can't smile, they can't get a

"We're in the 'changing lives business.'

job," says Bernstein of his patients. "They

that you're going to have a better appear

It's not just about fixing teeth and fixing

can't interact with the public very well.

ance makes you feel better."

smiles," says Bernstein.

They can't feed their children. This pro

Started by Dr. Wynn Okuda, the mis

gram helps that one piece of the puzzle of

sion of the program is "to restore a life by

their life get back together."

restoring a smile."

In 1975, he started Germantown Dental
Group that focuses on family and restor

Bernstein has also done fundraisers

"I had needed some extensive dental

has volunteered with Give Back A Smile

for the past two years, raising more than

work and I couldn't afford it," says Lester.

since 1999.

$12,000 for the program.

"Dr. Bernstein and his staff have been

ative care and cosmetic dentistry, and

"Seventy-five percent of all battering

Although men make up less than 1

occurs to the head and face, resulting in

percent of Give Back A Smile cases,

a lot of damaged teeth due to domestic

Bernstein's most recent patient is a

violence," says Lisa Fitch, foundation

62-year-old man, Jay Lester.

program manager for Give Back A Smile.
"Bruises and scars fade but damaged

"The gentleman was in a relationship
with a lady who was on drugs," says

absolutely wonderful. They've done a
terrific job."
A Fellow of the Academy of General
Dentistry, Bernstein also has an interest
in helping people with eating disorders.
"People who are still bulimic often

teeth cannot repair themselves. Give

Bernstein. "He wouldn't give her any

times show up at the cosmetic dentist and

Back A Smile restores the smiles of

more money for drugs. She threw a coffee

want their teeth restored because they're

survivors of domestic violence, which can

cup at him and broke his teeth. She was

eroding the enamel away and it doesn't
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U of M lends a hand
to abuse/trauma victims
The U of M sponsors several programs designed to offset the effects of abuse/
trauma, including:

{/

The Athena Project is a research clinic at the U of M that
offers free services to women who have experienced intimate
partner violence or abuse. Dr. Gayle Beck, the Lillian and Morrie
Moss Chair of Excellence in Psychology, founded the clinic in

U of M's sixth annual
Domestic Violence
Awareness Week.
October 26-30.
(Funded by Student Activities Council)

Oct. 26-30
Above: Bernstein gives his presidential
address at the 25th anniversary of the
American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.
Left: Give Back a Smile patient Jay Lester with
Bernstein after Lester's final procedure.

Clothesline project,, McWherter Library
ecorate t-shirts in different colors
symbolizing the various forms of domestic
violence, which are then hung from
clotheslines.

memories of his days as a biology major at

Oct. 26, 4 p.m.

then-Memphis State University, going to
music concerts and football games. He also
remembers a photojournalism assignment.
"I took a black-and-white photography
course in '69. There was a protest with
the Black Student Association doing a sitin at the Administration (Building). They
were guided out of the building, into the
bus and taken to jail. I documented it. I
just had my camera and was on campus."
Married for 18 years to his wife, Diane,
Bernstein keeps busy with seven chil
look good," says Bernstein. "People who
have the disorder are very good at lying.
Their family doesn't know it quite often.
Their spouse doesn't know it. But I know
it. I can see the evidence in their mouth."
Wanting to educate fellow dentists,

and then worked in his office during high

dren and nine grandchildren. He's also a

school. Now 23 and a full-time employee

retired marathoner and exercise junkie.

of his, Andrews can't imagine working
anywhere else.
"He has a very large heart. I've gotten

Christina Ballard, patient coordinator
for the past three years, admires her boss:
He loves what he does, just loves it.

to know him on a very personal level

He's such a giver. I could call him in the

since I've been here for so long. He's got

middle of the night and say, T really need

ing one on the psychology of cosmetic

this deep, settled voice that's comforting.

to borrow your truck' and he would say,

dentistry with a clinical psychologist.

He's very easy to work for and has a great

I m on my way over.' He's kind of like the

attitude all the time."

big grandpa you never had."

Bernstein teaches several classes, includ

Angela Andrews, a dental hygienist,
first met Bernstein as a young patient

Born in Memphis, Bernstein has fond

Bernstein seems to leave a trail of
smiles wherever he goes. ^
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Walka Mile in Her Shoes, Student Plaza
An international men's march to stop
rape, sexual assault and gender violence,
where men walk in women's high-heeled
oes, followed by a discussion.

Oct. 27, 6 p.m.
Screening of Enough, followed by
discussion, Psychology Auditorium

2008. Participants receive a free mental-health assessment and
possible treatment designed to alleviate the signs and symptoms
of post-trauma stress. The treatment includes weekly one-onDr. Gayle Beck

one sessions that last for eight to 12 weeks.

Named after Athena, the goddess of war, the clinic has three goals: to provide
free services for an under-resourced sector of the community, to train doctoral
students how to work with this population and to generate data in an area that has
minimal research. Graduate students serve as the point of contact and conduct the
assessments.
"The whole prevalence of intimate partner violence is immense," says Beck.
"One in four is the statistic for women who have experienced an abusive romantic
relationship at some point in their lives. The Shelby County Sheriffs Department had
more than 24,000 calls that were domestic violence-based last year."
Since the children of these women have been exposed to inter-parental violence,
Dr. Gilbert Parra, assistant professor of psychology, and associate professor of
psychology Dr. Katherine Kitzmann have a component that deals with mental health
for kids between the ages of 6 and 17.
The clinic is using the only empirically based treatment that focuses on post
traumatic stress disorder in female survivors of domestic violence, and its developer

Oct. 28, 1 p.m.

serves as a consultant. Beck hopes to eventually add small group treatment with

Survivors Panel, Rose Theatre Lobby
mestic violence survivors share th<
stories.

additional funding. Contact Beck at 901/678-3973 or jgbeck@memphis.edu for more
information.
Project Bravehearts, a study led by Dr. Meghan McDevitt-

Oct. 28, 7 p.m.

Murphy, U of M assistant professor of psychology, analyzes

Keynote speaker Teri Jendusa-Nicolai,
Psychology Auditorium
Jendusa-Nicolai is a survivor of kidnapping
and abuse.

grieving families of homicide victims. The goal is to better
understand the grief process to tailor interventions for the
homicidally bereaved population.
"Most interventions for grief and trauma are derived from

Oct. 29, 7 p.m.
Warning Signs of Abuse Workshop,
Richardson Tower Game Room
SAC is partnering with the Residence Life
Association to raise awareness.

Dr. Meghan
McDevitt-Murphy

experiences of other kinds of losses," says Dr. Bob Neimeyer,
professor of psychology.
Participants had two assessments over a six-month period

and were recruited from Victims to Victory, a nonprofit organization providing services
Call 901/678-8679, e-mail sdmcghee@
memphis.edu or visit www.memphis.
edu/sac to learn more.

i
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to people in the wake of homicides, founded by Dr. Kitty Lawson (EdD '91). Contact
McDevitt-Murphy

at 901/678-2891 or mmcdvttm@memphis.edu to learn more.
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Tapping
your potential
From ghost-hunting to ballroom dancing,
the U of M's Continuing Education program has something for everyone.

What do gardening, self-publishing and sign language have

A year later Murrell took over "a program that had pretty much

in common? They are all offerings in the U of M's Continuing

been decimated. It was on life support." The community percep

Education program, which provides non-credit courses in exam

tion was the whole program had closed.

prep, technology and leisure like wine tasting, photography and
massage.
Since 1973, the program has served approximately 450,000
people and offered 10,000 sections of courses.
A self-supporting organization that does not receive any state
or University funding, it has had growing pains. The program,
very much thriving again with 900 sections offered, slowed sig
nificantly in the early 2000s.
"The program met with competition it had never had before:
cable TV, the Internet, new community offerings at churches,
synagogues," says Dr. Vicki Murrell (MEd '88, PhD '05), director
for the past three years. "Those challenges, plus moving toward
being totally self-sufficient, created a real budget crisis."
In 2005, the University decided to cut all the leisure courses, like

Since Murrell's arrival, leisure courses have slowly been added
back, starting with 100 sections to the current 900 offerings.
Classes are held on and off campus, including the Jewish
Community Center and U of M's Collierville and Millington
Centers.
Revenue is generated solely from student class fees.
"We have to keep the prices at a fair market rate so people
can afford them, but we need to raise enough money to cover our
other expenses, says Murrell, now assistant dean of Distance
Education.
She hopes the growing leisure classes will make the U of M the
first choice for non-credit classes.
We provide contact with the University that people wouldn't
otherwise have, she says. Its like the basketball ticket or the

yoga and cooking, to focus exclusively on professional development.

football ticket. If they leave with a good impression, then that's a

The organization offers customized professional development to busi

good impression of the University overall."

nesses and organizations that include the U.S. Navy, International
Paper, FedEx and St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.
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The expanding leisure courses consist of the usual suspects to
the unique.
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When there's something strange,
who you gonna call?
"How To Be a Ghost Hunter" teaches participants how to find
and investigate haunted locations. Students learn about types of
hauntings, research and interview techniques and how to identify
a haunted "hotspot." They discuss gathering audio, video and
photographic evidence, including EVP (electronic voice phenom
ena), infrared video and full-spectrum photos.
Instructor Rich Newman has personal experience with the
supernatural — he says he grew up in a haunted bedroom, and
he runs the ghost-hunting group Paranormal Inc.
In October, the class will go on a mini-ghost hunt of the old
Brister Library haunting, a female apparition who has been seen
walking around the building for several years.
Newman hopes to impart skills, but also change the perception
of ghost hunters.
"People watch the paranormal shows and think you have to be
a psychic, a sensitive or a really outlandish kook," Newman says.

Hankerin' for a hunka
In Melissa Petersen's "Cheesemaking" class, participants
learn to make fresh mozzarella and ricotta. They are taught about
various types of cheeses and the basic principles for evaluating
cheeses and accompaniments that pair best with them.
Petersen, editor and publisher of Edible Memphis magazine,
also teaches the popular "Knife Skills: Slicing and Dicing"
course and enjoys her cooking classes.
"The people who take these classes are ready to have fun in
the kitchen, and they're OK with a mistake or an adventure."
Held at the Memphis Botanic Garden, the hands-on course
hosted Whole Foods for a tasting while their curds set.
Accompaniments included honey, preserves, nuts and dried and

"This is a normal person thing. Anyone can move into a haunted
place or experience weird things. It doesn't take someone with a
parapsychology degree to do amateur investigation and figure out,
'Is it a haunting or not?"'
Participants don't need to buy fancy gadgets: a digital camera
and audio recorder are the basic equipment.
"The best tool for ghost hunting is yourself," says Newman.
"Paying attention, keeping your mouth closed and actually
watching and hearing what's going on around you and document
ing those things. So much of ghost hunting is about approaching
things from a scientific manner."

Footloose
Students dance the Fox Trot, Waltz and Latin styles in the "Basic

fresh fruit.
Petersen hopes participants learn that food is not just suste

Ballroom Dancing" class with the help of instructor Patty Carreras.

nance, but can be a hobby.
"While it's not a passion for everybody, some part of it usually

specific dance instruction, teamwork and free time.

is. Either they want to eat food that's good for them or that's good

Carreras. Comfortable shoes and clothes are recommended.

for the economy and the environment, or they want to get their
hands dirty and learn new things."
Sherri McCalla, a volunteer, helped with the sold-out course
because "it sounded cool."
"I'd seen classes that Melissa has given before and she's
informative and fun. She's very concise but not dry, and she can

The three-hour class includes warm ups, learning basic steps,
The only thing students need to bring is a smile, according to
"It's ballroom styles, not competitive ballroom. This is a
strictly relaxed class," says Carreras, an adjunct professor at U of
M and also a professional actor, mime and storyteller.
Participants Dipti Gollamudi and her husband, Subba, "had a
great time" in their first Continuing Education class.
"It worked out as far as the timing and schedule," says Dipti.

Memphis Calligraphy Guild members Maggie Naylor and Helen
Putnam co-teach "Fun with Calligraphy" at the Church of the

make jokes. You're not left wishing you had learned something

"We've been thinking about it for a long time. After 17 and a half

Holy Communion. "Most people say, 'My handwriting isn't good

else instead."

years of marriage, I finally got him to a dance class."

enough.' It has nothing to do with handwriting," says Naylor. The

McCalla would recommend "Cheesemaking" to others.
"It was good food and good folks. You can't beat it. It all equals
out to good times."
24

Couples receive a discounted registration, but partners and
experience are not required.

six-week class instructs students how to address an envelope, make
invitations and cards and do creative art projects, using broad edged

continued on page 27
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nibs. Their next course uses pointed pens. Photos by Lindsey Lissau.

Learn how to can, freeze and dry foods in Donna Downen's "Basics of

continued from page 24

"You should never pay for mystery shopping; you should

The Gollamudis found Carreras an easy lead to follow.

get paid for mystery shopping. The companies offer mystery-

of the topics covered. An agricultural extension agent, Downen's goal

"She's very specific, creative and really wonderful," says Dipti.

shopping jobs free and they pay you plus the expenses."

is to "get people using USDA research-based practices as opposed

The pair learned "that it wasn't as hard as we thought." Dipti

Food Preservation" class. Jellies, jams, preserves and pickling are some

to what grandmama or auntie did so they can have a safe, quality

recommends the class to others and her favorite aspect was

product." The on-campus Preservation 101 course teaches pressure

"spending fun time with my husband."

canning and water-bath canning of high- and low-acid foods. Photo by
Lindsey Lissau.

Justin Fox Burks whips up a batch of grilled corn with feta cheese
and cilantro during his "Vegetarian Grill'' class, held outside
at the Memphis Botanic Garden. Other items included grilled
pizza, vegetable quesadillas, barbeque tofu and dessert skewers
of honeyed banana, pineapple and mango. Besides samples,

Captain Hook

participants went home with recipes. "A lot of people think the grill

Those wanting to learn a new skill can look no further than the

is for meat (only). I'd hate for anyone to lose out on this. Play with

"Beginning Crochet" class.

your food. Be creative," says Burks. Photo by Dan Murrell.

Stay-at-home mom Jessica Robbins is self-taught in the art of
crochet, derived from the French word meaning 'hook.' Having
gone through the trial-and-error method of learning, she wanted
to give new crochet aficionados guidance. Participants learn
basic stitches, how to read patterns and how to create a scarf,

Shoppers anonymous
A1 Hazlerig, an auto service and parts supervisor, has taught
"So You Want to Be a Mystery Shopper" for eight years.
Mystery or secret shopping allows a company to find out if its
stores are clean and appealing, if its employees are helpful and
what other areas need improvement.
"Most people mystery shop all the time," says Hazlerig. "When
you go to a store, you critique the clerks. When you go to a
restaurant, you critique the food, restaurant and service. The only
thing I teach you is how to get paid for it."
Topics comprise how to get started, mystery shopping reports,

baby booties and a change purse.
For Robbins, learning on her own was a "rewarding but frus
trating experience."
"I feel very confident, but I realize how much easier it would
have been if I had had somebody demonstrate some of the
things."
The cost of the class covers materials. Robbins puts student
kits together that include yarn, hooks, needles, and a pattern and
instruction book.
The best part of the class for Robbins is the students' "Ah
ha" moments. "When someone says, 'I finally get it.' Having the
students accomplish something is definitely the most rewarding

how to get paid and how to become certified. Hazlerig's booklet,

because you see how excited they get about learning a new skill.

Introduction to Mystery Shopping, is included.

The students are there because they want to be, not because they

Even though "99 percent of the people that come don't even
know what it is," the class has been popular for years.
'The course just blew up," says Hazlerig, who also taught
"Introduction to eBay." "We had 50 and 60 people every time,
kor years, 'Mystery Shopping' and 'eBay' were the No. 1 and 2
classes in Continuing Education."

have to be."
Having never crocheted before, participant Michelle Kuehner
wanted "to learn something new." Her goal is "to be able to do
projects on my own," the first of which will be fingerless gloves.
Robbins is planning an intermediate class since several stu
dents have asked. ^

Hazlerig estimates 500 students have gone on to be mystery
shoppers. Participants need to be computer savvy since assign

To read about additional classes, visit www.memphis.edu/

ments, reports and payment are done via the Internet.

magazine. To register for or see current courses, visit www.
umce.memphis.edu.

Just three credit hours shy of being a U of M alumnus, Hazlerig
impressed upon students not to fall for scams.
SUMMER 2009
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BY GREG RUSSELL

Taking care
of business

9SSS89SSS£2r

When Frank Flautt began his career in hospitality and resort management in the early 1960s,
he found tutelage under a man the London Times categorized as one of
"The 1000 Makers of the 20th Century." Flautt, a frequent supporter of both academics
and athletics, now finds himself in a league of his own.

Kemmons Wilson had already experienced one lousy vaca

Flautt is co-founder of Sandcastle Resorts and Hotels, which

tion, so he wasn't about to have another one. The founder of the

developed and operates the Hilton Sandestin, considered one

Holiday Inn hotel chain was on a trip to Cali, Colombia, in South

of the southeast's top resorts, as well as another premier hotel,

America in 1963 when he checked into a hotel that was under

the Bay Point Marriott Golf Resort and Spa in Panama City, Fla.

construction only to have a bellman lose his bags. Enter Frank

And more importantly for the University of Memphis, Flautt has

Flautt (BS '63), who was traveling with Wilson.
"After we couldn't find our bags, he turned to me and said, T am
going to bed, get our bags.' He went up to sleep and I finally found

been a driving force behind the Wilson School of Hospitality and
Resort Management and several projects in athletics.
In 2002, Flautt spearheaded a $3 million fundraising effort to

the bags at 2 in the morning in one of the rooms that was under

help build the Wilson School, making a personal contribution of

construction. I was supposed to meet him at 7 the next morning. I

$500,000.

came down at 7 and he said, 'I knew you would find them.'
"That was my relationship with Kemmons. I just carried his
bags," says the humble Flautt, looking back at the incident with a
laugh.
Wilson had dreamed up the Holiday Inn concept after a ter
rible motel experience during a trip to Washington, D.C., with his

"What is going to make Memphis a better city is education,"
Flautt says, explaining his generosity toward the University.
The Wilson School educates students in the hotel and hospi
tality industry, and includes the on-campus Holiday Inn, made
possible by a $15 million gift from Wilson.
What sets the University's school apart, Flautt says, is that

family in 1951 — there was no such thing as hotel chains that

students get a business degree from the Fogelman College of

offered consistent quality and value at the time.

Business & Economics.

Flautt, though, went on to do much more than just find

"They can start out running. Most of the kids that graduate can

Wilson's bags: after mentoring under Wilson from 1963 to 1969,

get a sales job immediately. I think we still have to prove our

Flautt ventured out on his own, using the experience to begin

selves, but our initial graduates have done extremely well. We're

his own empire and forge a reputation as one of the top hoteliers

writing our own history right now."

in the world. He was recently named Florida Restaurant and

He also thinks it is important to instill in students the values
that he learned from Wilson.

Lodging Association Hotelier of the Year.
SUMMER 2009
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"It was akin to somebody asking, 'Would you like to go to work
for Fred Smith?' when he started FedEx. I just sort of fell into it.

Welcome Inn!

The door opened and I was allowed to go to work with the people
who started Holiday Inn during a period that was the beginning

; The U of M's Wilson School of Hospitality and Resort

of the hotel industry as we know it. The interstate highway system

Management has put a new welcome mat at its doorstep — one

was being built and every mom and pop hotel was being bypassed

woven with the threads of success. Now, the School is poised to

because of that. Kemmons built a room that was comfortable and

become an international leader in its field.

could be kept clean. Holiday Inn became the icon of travel."
As national franchise director of international sales, Flautt was
responsible for building the Holiday Inn chain outside the United
States. He sold licenses for hotels in Mexico, the Caribbean,

: When the Wilson School recruited hospitality education veteran
Dr. Terry Umbreit a year ago, it symbolized something more than
just a new hire: it was also a fresh beginning for the program that
prepares students for management careers in hotels, resorts, eating

Canada and Africa, among other places.
"When I went to work for them in '63, Holiday Inn had opened

establishments, private clubs, cruise ships, theme parks and tourism

its 300th hotel. When I left six years later, we had 1,000. It is

organizations.

something that gets into your blood."
To the point that in 1969, he left Holiday Inn to begin his own

i Umbreit has developed a masterly written strategic plan that

hotel legacy.
In 1975, he formed Flautt Properties, which offered real estate

nation; upgrading the curriculum; developing key partnerships with

services that included development and management. Shortly

and internship opportunities. Students who cross that welcome

thereafter, executives at HI named eight of the hotels managed

mat are stepping into a program that now competes with the elite

by Flautt Properties in its worldwide "Top 20 Inns." He later sold

schools in the nation.

includes hiring some of the best faculty and administrators in the
industry leaders such as IHG and Hilton; and improving scholarship

the company to pursue expansion of Sandcastle Resorts
and Hotels.
"Frank's drive, insight, focus and pursuit of perfection has
made Sandcastles the great hotel company that it is today," says
the company's CEO, Robert Kamm. "It was his vision 29 years
ago that grew into the Hilton Sandestin, one of the finest resort

Top: Frank Flautt was honored as the Florida Restaurant and Lodging
Association Hotelier of the Year earlier this year. Above: Frank and his
wife, Brenda, on the Florida Gulf Coast near their home.

family were all he cared about. He'd be up at the crack of dawn
and work. The stories that he would eat his dessert first while he
was waiting on his meals so he wouldn't waste any time are true.
"He was a very humble man and he could be very demanding.
He would expect the best out of people.
Flautt says one of the most important things students can learn
is "meeting the needs of the customer." At the Wilson School, he
says they can do just that.
Flautt's ties to the U of M stretch to the Campus School,
where he attended before graduating from then-Memphis State
University in 1963 with a history degree. But as history shows, he
found his niche in another industry.
"I went to Holiday Inn when they were in a period of aggres
sive growth," says Flautt, who resides in Santa Rosa Beach, Fla.
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thing I am most excited about," says Umbreit, who was director of

main campus. The sparkling facility includes 82 two-room suites,

hoteliers, but as individuals."

restaurants and enough banquet space to accommodate 1,000

been instrumental in helping us establish the Ambassador's Club
and in improving our facilities. Frank stepped forward in 1999 to
assist us in building an addition to the Athletic Office Building,
which provided offices for both the football and men's basketball
programs. Most recently, Frank took on the challenge of con
structing a new state-of-the-art facility for our men's and women's
golf programs."
With Flautt's success in the hotel industry and with his contin
ued support of the U of M, it is safe to say that Flautt has traveled
far since that early incident in Colombia. ^

Students who go through the program use the campus inn as
B

ing ground, and they receive a business degree from the
N.

slman College of Business & Economics, something that is a
jmajor plus, according to Umbreit.
|

prepares them for what you have to deal with in the hospitality

1ft

i X1?<; ry," he says. "Students learn customer service, economics,
sties, management and marketing, as well as understanding the
ieKs position of finance and asset management.
"(Graduates of business schools end up being very successful

Orlando (see story, page 4).

in chain organizations and going out on their own and getting into

The student-to-faculty ratio is also a major selling point.

ownership. The skill set they get permits them to be successful in a

"When you have classes of 10 to 20 students versus 50 to 100,

variety of areas."
Part of the allure of the Wilson School is getting to work in quality
internships at some of the best resorts in the nation. Two students
spent their summer at the prestigious Orange Lake Resort in
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Torchbearer Award.

His thoughtfulness hasn't gone unnoticed.
for many years," says athletic director R.C. Johnson. "He has

=^v ^

people. It has won Holiday Inn's top award for service six times, the

"We are building the best practice facility in the country," he

"Frank has been invaluable to the Tiger Athletic Department

®»«jr

The School opened its doors in fall of 2002 after a $}5 million gift

have worked with Frank have learned and grown not only as

says. "Facility design, we are on the leading edge."

*

from hotel industry pioneer Kemmons Wilson. The School is located
in the award-winning and full service Holiday Inn on the U of M's

His most recent mark on the U of M is in athletics: the Frank Flautt

•'

Washington State University's hospitality program for 24 years.

hotels in the country. I know that each and every one of us that

Golf Center on the Park Avenue Campus will be ready this fall.
"The work ethic he had, it was over the top. His business and

"We have the capability to deliver a great education — that is the

SUMMER 2009

you have a really significant advantage," says Umbreit. 'You get high
quality instruction and individual attention."
Visit http://wilson.memphis.edu to find out more about
opportunities at the Wilson School. — by Greg Russell
3

BY SARA HOOVER

Game play
A computerized tutoring system developed by researchers at the University of Memphis
motivates high school students by using computer games to make learning fun.

"I am putting myself to the fullest possible use, which is all I
think that any conscious entity can ever hope to do."
— HAL 9000, 2001: A Space Odyssey

The program trains students for two hours and then requires
weekly practice sessions throughout the school year. The practice
component includes a point system and skill bar, which allows
students to play mini-games and a virtual board game.

Technology is evolving rapidly and, in some cases, has

"During practice, the quality of their explanations is tied to

replaced jobs once held by humans. ATM machines and self-

points. They receive points for how well they are doing," says

checkout lines have replaced human-to-human interaction

McNamara. "They'll also have a skill bar, so they'll have feed

with human-to-computer ones. Research led by Dr. Danielle

back on current performance as well as overall performance."

McNamara, psychology professor in the College of Arts &

Students can trade their points for perks, like changing the

Sciences at the University of Memphis, is bringing that same

qualities of the on-screen environment, such as their character's

idea to high school classrooms with the artificial intelligence

look or the color palette of the system itself. The other aspect

program iSTART-ME.

is they can buy computer games. The program has a suite of six

The computerized tutoring system helps high school students
comprehend science texts and other "deep learning" texts.
iSTART-ME teaches self-explanation, which are interpretations
students provide to themselves about what they have read.
"The goal is to help students to better understand challenging

mini-games that last 10 to 15 minutes.
The mini-games are Card Sort, Bridge Builder, Secret Strategy,
Balloon Bust, Dungeon Escape and Dice Wars.
In the original program, called iSTART (Interactive Strategy
Training for Active Reading & Thinking), the practice component

or difficult texts," says McNamara. "It's a strategy that allows stu

became very monotonous, and student motivation and interest

dents to work on their own to develop an understanding of what

waned. That's why the newer version, iSTART-ME (Motivationally

they are reading or listening to."

Enhanced), was created.

iSTART-ME comes with a twist not found in traditional edu
cation stratagems and is one that most students should enjoy.
Computer games are used to break the monotony of learning.
"If you want students to really spend a lot of their time reading

"The problem with the original iSTART is that practice over time
becomes extremely tedious, painfully so, to go in weekly and have
to self-explain a text with virtually no external motivation to do so,"
says McNamara. "It was obvious it had to be more fun and there had

deeply, then you're going to have to address motivation and emo

to be some kind of goal structure imposed upon it. iSTART-ME is

tion," says Dr. Art Graesser, psychology professor, who serves as

mainly a modification to the extended practice portion."

a senior researcher and conceptual adviser on the project. "We

The target users are ninth- and lOth-graders, but it can also

were interested in how to improve that and the game approach is

be effective for 11th- and 12th-graders and early college stu

the obvious place to turn."

dents. The texts can be science or any other challenging writing.
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students can play from anywhere. Players move forward based on
their performance working with a text and reading strategies.
The gaming aspect is not only to engage students, but also to
teach them relevant skills.
"They're learning some important skills in games that you
don't get in academic content," says Graesser. "Things like man
aging resources, understanding tradeoffs, how complex systems
work that are nonlinear, how to communicate with large groups of
people. In these multi-party games, for example, you learn those
skills. You're not getting that in normal academic content."
Connie Thompson, a teacher at Millington Central High
School, piloted the original iSTART with her ninth-grade physi
cal science class during the 2007-08 school year.
"From a teaching standpoint, I can see how the strategies
would be helpful on a regular basis if the student were a little
more motivated," says Thompson. "I did have some issues with
students not being motivated and bored. At first, they were
excited about it. After a few weeks, a majority of my students
were not really interested in participating."
When told about the latest version, Thompson was intrigued.
"I think those are excellent improvements that they've made
with the system. Those are the type of things students are more
interested in, and then connecting it to something that is going to

"It's been targeted mostly at science texts because I was ini

benefit them as well. I think it's going to be a good program."

tially funded by National Science Foundation. It really could be
used for any challenging, expository texts," says McNamara.

Dr. Danielle McNamara

iSTART-ME is not patented and is expected to be completed
within a year. The prototypes have been developed. The next step

The original iSTART project began in 2001 with funding totaling
more than $5 million, and is one of the numerous projects at the

make sure the game plays consistently. After a series of revi

U of M's Institute for Intelligent Systems. The Institute recently

sions to the game and instructions, Jackson makes electronic

board game. Once completed, high school students will experi

received more than $7 million to fund artificial intelligence proj

storyboards. Those are sent to computer programmers at Old

ment with iSTART-ME to compare its effectiveness with the

Dominion University, who then add their input and revisions

original iSTART.

ects that partner with the U.S. Navy, Memphis City Schools, Shelby

until the game is complete.

County Schools and the U.S. Census Bureau, among others. (Visit

"I was specifically interested in making communication

the Institute's Web site, http://sites.google.eom/a/iis.memphis.edu/

between humans and computers more effective and efficient. I

main/research, for a listing of its research projects.)
The iSTART-ME project began in 2008 with a $400,000 grant
from the Institute of Education Sciences, but the purpose is still
the same.
To aid McNamara in making iSTART-ME fun and interesting,

components that we're adding influence the motivation of the

extension to try to make learning more fun," says Jackson, who

system can be tracked to some aspect of motivation for students.

hopes to pursue a game-design career.

Eventually what we'd like to see is whether or not motivation is

instruction and engagement."

designs the mini-games.

The other new component is the board game MiBoard. It uses

"I'm doing the extensions and enhancements to change it

"An ultimate goal of iSTART-ME is to examine how these
student," says McNamara. "Each change we're making to the

within the educational community. It's a good meld between

Tanner Jackson (MS '04, PhD '07), a post-doctoral fellow,

dents are more engaged and motivated in the learning process.

was very interested in improving that, and making it more enjoy

academic or in the industry. It's actually emerging very rapidly

MiBoard, a multi-player, interactive board game.

McNamara and her team hope these additions reveal that stu

able and motivating for students as well. Games are a natural

"I'd be very interested in doing educational games, either as an

graduate students work with her to develop the mini-games and

is for the computer programmers to build the mini-games and

enhanced, either motivation for using the system or motivation to
read science texts, by using these game-based components."
It is a teaching method that, if proven successful, may revital
ize the education system.
"There's an argument if education, the formal system, doesn't

from the original iSTART into iSTART-ME, says Jackson. I ve

the strategies and training from iSTART-ME to provide an environ

get its act together, they're going to lose a significant portion of

designed how the tutoring system is situated within the board

ment where students can play together, learn from each other and

the youth,' says Graesser. "I think games are going to be neces

game and then all the mini-games. I work with all the programs

practice new skills. The online game is based on an actual hoard

sary, not a luxury. We're at the lead doing this at the University of

game developed by former U of M student Mike Rowe (MS '04,

Memphis."

to make sure everything is implemented correctly. It's a fun job.
He first does paper storyboards for each game. Then, Jackson
plays through the prototypes and writes basic instructions to
34

Top: Dungeon Escape, one of the six mini-games in iSTART-ME, helps
motivate students and makes learning more fun. Middle: Post-doctoral
fellow Tanner Jackson (left) and Kyle Dempsey, doctoral student in
psychology, test-play the interactive board game MiBoard. Above: A
paper storyboard of Dungeon Escape. Photos by Lindsey Lissau.
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PhD '08). The goal is to make it to the end of the board first and
requires a minimum of three players. Since the game is online,
SUMMER 2009

Visit www.memphis.edu/videos to see a demonstration of
iSTART-ME.
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Club and Chapter News

A S S O C I A T I O N

UMAR
The University of Memphis Association of Retirees hosted several
events during the spring and summer, including a Mix and Match

continued from page 37

event, an annual picnic and wine tasting. The group is looking

For more information on any Alumni Association clubs, chapters or

Law

events, contact the Association at alumniassociation@memphis.edu

The chapter will host the annual Judicial Reception Tuesday, Nov. 3,

or 901/678-2586.

Ingredients

forward to many interesting fall activities, including a newly

at the home of President Shirley Raines. Honored guests will include

established book club, coffee and conversation at the home of

members of the Supreme Court of Tennessee, the federal, state and

U of M President Shirley Raines and the annual holiday party.

local judiciary and recent graduates of the Cecil C. Humphreys School

Arts & Sciences

of Law. The chapter, in collaboration with the School of Law, is hosting

Graduates from the political science and biology departments

the Grand Opening Celebration of its newly renovated building Jan.

celebrated Back to School Nights with the College of Arts & Sciences

16, 2010. The event will take place throughout the entire building

Alumni Chapter in April and June. Join the Chapter for the 2009

and will feature performers from the Rudi E. Scheldt School of Music.

Outstanding Alumni Awards Dinner Thursday, Oct. 1, at The Racquet

Gourmet food and beverage stations will offer the "Best of Memphis

Club of Memphis to celebrate distinguished graduates and friends of

small plates from local restaurants. Law school students will conduct

the College. The chapter will present the Outstanding Alumni Award

building tours and will be honored with a late-night gathering after

to James Morse (BS '90, MS '93), Keith Prewitt (BA '81), Thomas

the event. Classes scheduled to have reunions in 2009 and 2010

Appleton (BA '71) and Meah King (BA '02, MAT '05). Maurice Elliott

are encouraged to attend as a group. Classes with graduation years

will be honored as Outstanding Friend of the College.

ending in 4, 5, 9 and 0 are also encouraged to gather for a pre-event

Band

cocktail at a downtown restaurant. Visit www.memphis.edu/alumni/

The chapter will host the 2009 Bandmasters Championship Satur

lawgala for more information and ticket packages.

day, Oct. 31, at Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium. For updates and to

Luther C. McClellan

Young Alumni
The Young Alumni Committee will host its third annual TRUE BLUE
5K on the night of Friday, Oct. 23. The race course winds through
the U of M campus and ends with fun, food and music at an awards
ceremony. Race proceeds benefit the Young Alumni Committee
Scholarship.

Atlanta
Dr. Rajiv Grover, dean of the Fogelman College of Business &
Economics, visited Atlanta this spring for a reception at the home
of alums Jackie (BSN '88) and Ron (BBA '81, MBA '83) Hart.
Members of the Atlanta Alumni Club were in attendance to meet
the dean and fellow alumni and friends.

Boston/New England

see photos of past Bandmasters Championships, visit the chapter's

The chapter will host its inaugural Reunion Weekend during this

Web site at www.memphis.edu/alumni/clubs/band_chapter.php.

year's Homecoming celebration. The weekend will begin with the

Business & Economics

Homecoming Stepshow, featuring stepping skills of current students

The club hosted a summer picnic at the home of club president
Bob Canfield (BBA '59). Alumni and friends gathered to enjoy food
and fellowship in anticipation of the upcoming football season.

While a student at the U of M, she worked at Maggie's Pharm in
Midtown, where she was introduced to the exotic herbs she uses
in her cooking today. Robinson earned a BA in communication in
1999. "I wanted to go to culinary school," she says, "but I come
from a family of educators and I couldn't imagine not getting a
degree and having that as a base for my life."

and returning alumni, Friday, Oct. 9, in the Rose Theatre. Proceeds

Houston

the College entertained and educated the group of more than 100

will benefit the LCM Scholarship Fund. On game day, Saturday, Oct.

The club will be hosting a Tiger Tailgate Saturday, Nov. 21. Details

becoming an assignment editor, and at WMC-FM. She then

golfers throughout the golf scramble, which was held at Galloway Golf

10, LCM will host a tailgate party in Tobey Park.

MPA

about the event will be posted on the Houston Alumni Club Web
site and through E-News.

worked at Tiger Sports properties, where she handled marketing

Course. In October, the 17th annual Alumni Day luncheon at the Uni
versity Holiday Inn will celebrate accomplished alumni and friends of

The newly launched Master of Public Administration Alumni Club

Nashville

had her scrambling to catch Nerf balls dropped from the upper

the college. Visit the FCBE Alumni Chapter Web site at www.memphis.

inducted members of the Pi Alpha Alpha honor society in April at its

After the second annual Nashville Tiger Golf Classic in August, the

seats of The Pyramid during a Tiger basketball game. "We

edu/alumni/clubs/business_chapter.php for more details.

kickoff luncheon at the Fogelman Executive Center.

Nashville Alumni Club hosted golfers, alumni, friends and family

realized we couldn't use a real shopping cart on the floor, so we

Music

for its annual summer picnic. The golf scramble, silent auction

had to buy these baby toy carts at Toys 'R' Us," she recalls. At a

and luncheon were held at Gaylord Springs Golf Links. The club

Tiger football game she drove a Toyota Tundra pickup around

The chapter hosted a summer golf tournament in June. Trivia about

Education
The chapter welcomed Dr. Donald Wagner as dean of the College of

The Music Society is planning an October reception prior to a

Education with a reception in June. Alumni from the College gathered

performance at the Rudi E. Scheidt School of Music. Alumni and

for the reception and also discussed ideas and plans for the Alumni

guests will be invited to a complimentary wine and cheese reception

After graduating, she had an internship with WREG-TV, later

for the U of M's Athletics Department. One halftime promotion

is looking forward to a pre-game tailgate when the Tigers play in

the end zone. "It was the most fun job," she remembers. "I

Murfreesboro. Join the club Saturday, Sept. 12, before the Tigers
take on MTSU.

would think, 'I can't believe I have this job.'"
New York City to attend The French Culinary Institute, graduating

Chapter. In July, College of Education alumni met in the Alumni

where they will have a chance to mingle with faculty, staff and

Center to help restart the chapter, discussing plans for the selection

performers.

St. Louis

Nursing

The club will be ready to cheer on Tiger basketball Tuesday, Nov. 17,

in 2005. She has been a private chef and worked on the

when Memphis takes on Kansas in St. Louis. Upcoming editions of

production teams for several cooking series, including Food

of the College of Education Alumni Chapter Scholarship recipient and
the selection process for the Outstanding Educator of the Year.

Half Century
The Half Century Club is planning the celebration for the 50th
anniversary of the Class of 1959 Friday, Oct. 9. Members are invited
to a brunch at the home of U of M President Shirley Raines. A

The chapter honored Jan Young (BSN '83) and Mary Hammons

Still, she couldn't put aside her love of cooking. She moved to

E-News will provide pre-game event information.

Network's Easy Entertaining with Michael Chiarello and PBS'

Awards luncheon in May at the Fogelman Executive Center. Visit

Tampa/Orlando

Everyday Baking with Everyday Food.

www.memphis.edu/alumni/gallery.php to view photos from the

The Tampa/Orlando Alumni Club will host a pre-game gathering

(BSN '80, MSN '06) at its second annual Outstanding Nursing

The five-ingredient concept seemed to fit today's busy
lifestyle, Robinson says. "It's perfect for this day and age. What's

luncheon at the Alumni Association's online photo gallery.

Saturday, Oct. 3, before the Tigers take on the University of Central

Theatre & Dance

Florida. Information will be on the Tampa/Orlando Alumni Club Web

great is the chefs at the Food Network have inspired people to

The club hosted a freshmen luncheon in August in the Big Red

site and in E-News.

start cooking again."

Theatre. New students mingled with faculty, staff and alumni after

Journalism

Expansion

their formal orientation program held that morning. Visit www.

We are looking to expand and form more TRUE BLUE Clubs across

The club will host its Outstanding Journalism Alumni Awards Dinner

memphis.edu/alumni/gallery.php to view photos from the luncheon

the country. If you live in Jackson, Miss., or Jackson, Tenn., contact

at the Alumni Association's online photo gallery.

the Alumni Association at alumniassociation@memphis.edu or

Golden Reception will be held for the Class of 1959 and all previous
graduation years at the Alumni Center on the evening of Friday, Oct.
9. Complimentary wine and hors d'oeuvres will be served.

Thursday, Nov. 5, at The Racquet Club of Memphis. More details will
follow.

800/678-8729 for more information on how you can get involved.

When she's not in the kitchen, Robinson finds adventure in
extreme sports, including skydiving, skiing and snow boarding.
If those hobbies seem a little radical for a Southern-born chef,
Robinson says cooking in New York can be rough, too. "You
might have a chef yelling at you, and that can be a little extreme
as well." — by Gabrielle Maxey
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peers and his teachers with his refreshing honesty and his strong

Freshmen continue True Blue legacy
with help of alumni scholarships

moral character," says English teacher Marie Wood, who worked
with Noble in the school's Christian club. "He has a knack for being
able to work and communicate with people of all ages and still feel
at ease. He has been a strong asset in motivating our club members
He also is active in his

Four students who personify True Blue spirit have enrolled at

church, coaching children's

the U of M this fall with help from the Alumni Association. Three

Association's Book Scholarship.
Kara Jones of Bethel

from McNairy Central High
School. She was a four-year
member of the cheerleading
squad, serving as co-captain
in her junior year and captain
as a senior. Jones was a part
of the Homecoming court for
three years and was elected
John Jordan

Kara Jones

mission activities.

Scholarship. He is a graduate

he was a member of the

demonstrated an exceptional

school's Knowledge Bowl

ability to achieve and excel,"

team, the National Honor

says Collierville teacher Ken

Society, Beta Club, Spanish

Mears. "When confronted

Club and the Fellowship of

with any assignment, he is

Christian Athletes. Collins also

quick to perceive its message,

was named to Who's Who

analyze all its components

Among American High School

and accurately complete the

Students and the National

thinker who has a probing and incisive mind."

Through sports, music and church he has developed such a well
roundedness that others have looked toward him as a role model."
He is the son of Joseph E. (BBA '87, MEd '93) and Tammy Jordan

James Noble Jr.

managed to maintain an outstanding grade point average in her
classes, including many honors classes and dual credit courses.
Regardless of the tasks assigned to her, Kara always works hard to

where he participated in

John Jordan is a graduate of Collierville High School, where he
excelled at both academics and athletics. Jordan played freshman
basketball and junior varsity and varsity baseball and was a two-time

Dean, English and theatre teacher at Bolton, praised Collins as

analyzing a piece of literature is far above that of many of his

write. Having that passion only helps to enhance his ability. His

in the top 10 percent of his

enthusiasm in class spills over to his fellow classmates."
He is the son of Kevin (BBA '87) and Tina Collins of Bartlett.
Each Alumni Scholarship is renewable for up to four years,

God's Hands Together) and

provided the recipient maintains a minimum GPA of 2.5 for the first

the National Honor Society,

two semesters and 3.0 thereafter. Applicants must be children or

and received the Do the Right

grandchildren of Alumni Association members.

co-teacher for Vacation Bible

honors for sports at Collierville: he was named first team all-state

computer engineering with a minor in music and Spanish. Karen

School, where he finished

Thing Award. Noble was a

recipient of the Academic Excellence Award. He collected numerous

At the U of M, the multitalented Collins plans to major in

classmates," she says. "Not only is he a good writer, he loves to

the LIGHT Club (Living in

Her parents are Jeff (BBA '85) and Cynthia Droke.

Vacation Bible School and was a Kids Camp counselor.

graduated from Cordova High

class. He was a member of

be successful at everything she is asked to do."

Bartlett Hills Baptist Church,

an avid reader, excellent writer and talented actor. "His talent in

of Rossville, Tenn.

appreciated," says McNairy Central principal Cecil Stroup. "She

For more information on the Book Scholarship program, call
901/678-2586 or 800/678-8729.

Church and volunteered with

all-region baseball team and the Tennessee Baseball Coaches

Impact Ministries.

Association second team all-state. Jordan, who will play baseball
James Noble Jr.

"James is a natural leader
who earns respect from his
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The University wishes to acknowledge the generous gifts of its
donors, including the following:
The Ciba Foundation Inc. established the Ciba Foundation
Scholars Fund in Chemistry. The funds will be awarded as annual
stipends to attract, educate and retain top undergraduate and
graduate students in chemistry. The foundation also made a
one-time donation toward the purchase of equipment that will
support undergraduate chemistry research.
The Volkswagen Group of America has pledged a gift of $1
million to the U of M as part of a statewide program of support
to secondary and post-secondary institutions in Tennessee. The U
of M's gift will be used to support the University's STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering & Mathematics) program, in which
University professors work with middle and high school teachers
to make them more proficient in those areas and to help them
interest students in pursuing those fields of science, technology,
engineering and mathematics.
The University currently awards degrees to more than 800
teachers annually and is the primary supplier of teachers in West
Tennessee. However, only a handful of teachers graduate each
year with expertise in mathematics and the physical sciences,
resulting in deficiencies in instruction across the region. Last
year, for example, Tennessee was one of at least two states that
produced only one new certified high school physics teacher.
That has a negative ripple effect on student interest in pursuing
STEM disciplines, particularly among those who have traditionally
been underrepresented in these professions.
The gift is particularly timely for the U of M, because it has
recently launched a campus-wide initiative to focus, coordinate
and advance efforts to recruit, retain and prepare the next
generation of researchers, educators and industry professionals
associated with STEM courses.
Connie L. Burk was recognized at the journalism awards
banquet for her endowment of the Bill E. Burk Journalism
Student Travel Fund. The endowment was established in
memory of her husband, Bill Burk, who died in 2008. It will
provide travel funds for undergraduate and graduate journalism
students to attend professional and academic conferences.
Bill Burk, who earned a degree in journalism 51 years ago,
enjoyed a rich and successful media career. He worked for 35
years at the Memphis Press-Scimitar, beginning there is 1957.

Check out myMEMPHIS
Stay in touch with classmates • Update your contact information •
Learn about upcoming news and events • View Alumni Association
members-only benefits • Support the U of M by making a gift
Alumni and friends of the University of Memphis may access myMemphis
through the U of M Web site at www.memphis.edu.

School at Balmoral Baptist

by the Tennessee Sportswriters Association and to the Region 8

for the Tigers, also was chosen Most Valuable Player on the CHS

Honor Roll. He was active at
Austin Collins

Mears also commended Jordan's leadership qualities. John

active in community service.

how much she supports others and how much her support is

of Bolton High School, where

an athlete, John has

has strived to grow outside the classroom as well as inside.

Jones with the Best Sideline Spirit award. "This honor shows
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the Alumni Association Book

a member of the choir and

In appreciation of her involvement, the senior class honored

baseball team.

participating in youth group

task at hand. He is a creative

her senior year. She also

Association representative,

Austin Collins received

"As a student and

Springs, Tenn., graduated

was a Student Government

His parents are James and Redunda L. Noble (BA '08) of Cordova.

basketball and soccer and

were awarded the Alumni Scholarship and another received the

Homecoming Sweetheart

and challenging them to meet strict goals and expectations."

Development News

Are you True Blue?
Make your gift today!

www.memphisedu/givehtm

SUMMER 2009

Click the myMemphis button on the left, and look for the link that reads
"Alumni & Friends: Sign Up" to activate your account with your University
ID Number and to begin registration. You can find this number on any
U of M publication above your name (ex: UO12345678).
Follow the instructions given to activate your account today!
Call 901/678-2987 or e-mail alumni@memphis.edu for more details.
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1963
Pat Kerr Tigrett (BFA) was
honored for her contributions
to music at the Memphis
and Shelby County Music
Commission's Emissaries of
Memphis Music luncheon.
She is founder of the Blues
Ball, which benefits numerous
charities and local musicians.

distinguished jazz pianist
teaches at the University
of Richmond and Virginia
Commonwealth University
and performs with the Russell
Wilson Quartet and the
Smithsonian Jazz Orchestra.
He also enjoys a successful
career as a solo and chamber
performer.

1971

1968

David E. Johnson Jr. (JD)
received the New Jersey State
Bar Foundation's highest award,
the Medal of Honor, for his
commitment to the state's
legal legacy. Johnson is retired
director of the New Jersey
Office of Attorney Ethics.

by Business TN magazine.
In April he led a national
teleconference, "Understanding
Intellectual Property
Protections," for intellectual
property law practitioners.
Jimmy Tashie (BS, MEd '75)
is senior vice president and
general manager of Malco
Theatres Inc. and chair of
the Memphis and Shelby
County Film and Television
Commission.

1973

W. Charles Shuffield

1969

Dr. Diane D. Allen

Bob Flynn

Russell Wilson

Russell Wilson (BM, MM
70) was the headliner at the
kick-off concert for WUMR's
Jazz in June Radiothon. The

Bob Flynn (BA, JD '75) joined
his wife, Michele Howard-Flynn,
at her firm, The Howard-Flynn
Law Group. He had been a
partner with Spicer, Flynn and
Rudstrom. Flynn has expertise
in premises liability, real estate
and construction litigation,
trucking/transportation litigation
and alternative dispute
resolution. The HF Law Group
offers intellectual property
services as well as litigation and
a broad range of entertainment
law services in the music, art
and film industries.
Grady M. Garrison (JD), a
partner with Baker, Donelson,
Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz,
was listed among the 150
best lawyers in Tennessee

Dr. Diane D. Allen (BA) was
appointed provost and senior
vice president of academic
affairs at Salisbury University
in Salisbury, Md. She had
been dean of the College
of Education and Human
Development at Southeastern
Louisiana University.
Lynn Norment (BA), a
longtime writer and managing
editor for Ebony magazine,
was inducted into the National
Association of Black Journalists
Hall of Fame. Norment served
on the NABJ board of directors
for six years and chaired both
the NABJ's 25th anniversary
celebration in 2000 and its
1997 convention in Chicago. <it
Gary K. Smith (JD), a
member of Apperson, Crump
& Maxwell, is serving on the
board of directors of the
International Academy of Trial
Lawyers. &

Hayden Lait (JD) earned the
status of Distinguished Fellow
for 2009 from the American
College of Civil Trial Mediators. Ht

Memphis Music luncheon. She
has been president and CEO
of Soulsville and director of
publicity for Stax Records. <Sr

1976

Jimmie (BBA, MS '82) and
Bob Tapley (BBA, MBA '82)
of Crye-Leike Realtors were
named to the Top 200 Real
Estate Professionals in the U.S.
They ranked 26th among team
transactions.

M. Woodrow Griffin Jr. (JD)
was appointed to a judgeship
in Hampton, Va., General
District Court.

Jackie Nerren (BA) is owner
of Jacquelyn Nerren Marketing
& Research Counsel, a
consumer research company.

Joyce B. Jones (BBA), vice
president and treasurer of
Wright Medical Technology Inc.,
joined the board of trustees
of the Southwest Tennessee
Community College Foundation.

Larry Rice (JD) is senior
partner at the law firm of Rice,
Amundsen & Caperton. A
member of the Tennessee bar
for more than 30 years, he is a
family law specialist and highly
regarded expert in the field of
divorce law. Rice is also known
for writing such influential
books as The Complete Guide
to Divorce Practice and The
Effective, Ethical Lawyer.

Dr. Marsha Loda (BA, MA
'93), assistant professor of
marketing in the Hull College
of Business at Augusta State
University, received the
Outstanding Teaching Award.
Before joining the university
in 2004, Loda was director
of marketing for Harrah's
Cherokee Casino in North
Carolina and owned an ad
agency in Memphis for 16
years.

1972

W. Charles Shuffield (JD), a
shareholder with the law firm
Shuffield, Lowman & Wilson,
was named one of the top
attorneys in Florida by Florida
Super Lawyers. He lives in
Orlando.

1974
Frank Allen (BBA) of
Shoemaker Financial achieved
Million Dollar Round Table
status. *

Mark Luttrell (MPA), Shelby
County sheriff, was named
national Sheriff of the Year
by the National Sheriffs
Association, a group that
promotes professionalism in
criminal justice.
Gloria Trotter (BA), president
of the Oklahoma Press
Association, was inducted into
the Oklahoma Journalism Hall
of Fame at the University of
Central Oklahoma. She has
been the longtime co-publisher
of the Tecumseh Countrywide
News and The Shawnee Sun,
which merged to form The
Countrywide & Sun in 2008.

1975
Larry Brown (JD), former
senior vice president and chief
human resources officer for
FedEx Corp., joined the law
office of Jackson Lewis.
Frank Inman (MBA), founder
of Inman Construction Corp.,
was inducted into the Society
of Entrepreneurs, tit
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1979
Patricia "Pat" Lynch (MBA),
president of Business Alignment
Strategies Inc., was inducted into
the Million Dollar Consultant
Hall of Fame. Honorees are
chosen from participants in Alan
Weiss' Private Roster Mentor
Program. <tf

Timothy J. Finnell (BBA) is
president of Group Benefits
LLC, which provides benefits
planning services to businesses.

1978
Dan M. Alsobrooks (JD) is
district attorney general for
the 23rd Judicial District of
Tennessee.

James H. Stock Jr. (BSEd, JD
'80), a partner with Weintraub
Stock, was selected for
inclusion in the 2009 The Best
Lawyers in America.

Dr. Larry Robinson

Jeff Weintraub (BSEd, JD
'81), a partner with Weintraub
Stock, was selected for
inclusion in the 2009 The Best
Lawyers in America.

1977
Gina Higgins (BA, JD '84)
is co-chair of the Diversity
Committee of the Memphis
Bar Association and is actively
involved with its high school
summer law intern program.
She is an attorney with Higgins
and Johnson.
R. Hunter Humphreys (JD) is
chair of the real estate practice
group at the Glankler Brown
law firm. <Sr
David H. Lillard Jr. (BA, JD
'80) is treasurer for the State of
Tennessee. He formerly was a
member of Burch, Porter and
Johnson.
Deanie Parker (BPS, MPA
'88) was honored for her
contributions to Memphis
music at the Memphis
and Shelby County Music
Commission's Emissaries of
SUMMER 2009

Stories. Included are the plays
The Russian River Returns
and A Crude Awakening; the
stories "Meditation Interrupts"
and "The Hook;" and poems
"Fort Ross in Early Spring" and
"Windward Oahu." His previous
book was a collection of
poems, Running for Daybreak.

Mike Faulk

Mike Faulk (MPA,JD'79)
was named to the Mid-South
SuperLawyers list in 2008 and
2009 and was elected to the
Tennessee State Senate in
2008.
Sheila Harrell (BSEd), vice
president of customer service
operations for FedEx, was
named the Customer Service
Institute of America's Executive
of the Year.
Dawn LaFon (BA) is a Latin
teacher at White Station High
School and serves on the
exam development committee
for the AP Latin Exam. Only
two other high school Latin
teachers in the U.S. are on the
committee, which writes and
grades the exam.

Dr. Larry Robinson (BS)
was appointed vice president
for research at Florida
A&M University. He served
as a professor in FAMU's
Environmental Sciences
Institute and as director of
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration's
Environmental Cooperative
Science Center housed at
FAMU.

1980
Jeffery Briggs (MM) had
the world premiere of his
composition "Celebration for
Orchestra" performed by the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
in Rahway, N.J., in May.
Known for his award-winning
multimedia scores, Briggs has
partnered on the creation
of iconic computer games
like Sid Meier's "Civilization,"
"Colonization," "Gettysburg"
and "Pirates." Briggs sold Firaxis
Games, a company he founded
and ran for 10 years, to work as
a non-commercial artist.
Richard Alan Bunch (JD)
has written the book Hawking
Moves: Plays, Poems, and

Pam Warnock Green

Pam Warnock Green
(BA, JD '83) is a member
of the Memphis law firm
of McNabb, Bragorgos &
Burgess. Her practice areas
include malpractice defense,
commercial insurance defense,
general trial practice and family
law, with a special interest in
appellate work.
Mary Hammons (BSN, MSN
'06) was named CEO of Delta
Medical Center.

1981
George Flanigen IV (BBA)
was elected chair of the board
of trustees of the National
Academy of Recording Arts &
Sciences, the organization that
produces the Grammy Awards.
He is an award-winning music
video director and producer.
Michael Newton (BS)
was promoted to laboratory
manager at Baptist Memorial
Hospital-DeSoto.
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1989

1986

1982

1992
Charles W. Cavagnaro
(BBA, JD '96) is a labor and
employment attorney with the
firm of Evans Petree Bogatin.

James Thomas (BSCE) is
an Air Force colonel serving
as a group commander in
Afghanistan.

1987
Stephen Shankle (MS) was
named construction branch
chief for the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers Memphis District. He
has worked for the Corps for
more than 30 years.

Dr. Mary Jo Greil
Dr. Mary Jo Greil (EdD),
president of the Carson Greil
Group, completed the master's
certification in somatic work at
the Strozzi Institute in Petaluma,
Calif. She is the wife of Dr.
Donald Carson, former U of
M vice president for student
affairs.
William L. Hendricks Jr. (BS,
JD '85) joined Evans Petree
Bogatin as a shareholder in the
litigation group. He is a certified
civil trial specialist and practices
in the areas of commercial and
construction litigation.

Phillip Webster

Keith Loveless

Phillip Webster (BA) joined
Memphis City Schools as
manager of Enterprise Systems
Services in the Information
Technology department
Webster has been on the air at
campus radio station WUMR for
the last 29 years. He appears
as Phil More on the Sunday
night show "Jazz and More with
the More Brothers."

Keith Loveless (BBA)
is director of the Center
for Advanced Intermodal
Technologies in the Herff
College of Engineering. He was
with FedEx for 24 years before
joining the U of M. tit

1984

William B. "Jake" Lockert III
(JD) is district public defender
for the 23rd Judicial District of
Tennessee.
Charles B. "Brad" Robb
(BA), vice president of
communications for the Cotton
Board, was elected chair of
the Commodity Roundtable, a
consortium representing the
nation's commodity boards.

1985

Harold Graeter
Harold Graeter (BA),
associate executive director
of the AutoZone Liberty Bowl,
was appointed to the statewide
board of directors of the
Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame
and Museum in Nashville. tit

Want more information about
campus-related events?
Visit www.memphis.edu/enews
for the latest happenings!
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Michael Omar (BFA) is one
of the owners of Morgreen Inc.,
an organic retail nursery and
landscape firm in Collierville.
Elizabeth Wale (BA) recently
retired as a teacher of adults
with special needs for the
Downey and Norwalk-La Mirada
school districts in California.
She earned her degree
when she was 59 and began
teaching at age 62.

1983

Kelly L. Dobbins (BA, MA
'97), owner of Mid-South Drug
Testing, was named a top 5
finalist for Executive of the
Year in the Memphis Business
Journal's 29th annual Small
Business Awards competition.
Her company has offices in
Memphis and Paragould, Ark.
Sheila Whalum

1991

A. Christopher Drown
A. Christopher Drown saw
the release of his first novel,
A Mage of None Magic, on
September 1 by Tyrannosaurus
Press. Burke's Book Store in
Memphis hosted a book signing
event on September 3.

Sheila Whalum (BA) is
a graduate of Leadership
Memphis 2009. She is deputy
director of finance for the City
of Memphis and co-founder of
BAMM (Bust-A-Move-Monday).

Donna Crone (MS) was
appointed assistant athletics
director/compliance coordinator
at Christian Brothers University.
She had been CBU's head
softball coach for the past 10
years.

Kevin Kane (BSEd), president
and CEO of the Memphis
Convention & Visitors Bureau,
was elected board chair of
the Memphis Rock 'n' Soul
Museum. He also was named
president of the AutoZone
Liberty Bowl.

Kindle Willis (BSEd) is owner
of The Neighborhood Tutor in
Atoka, Tenn. The retail store
offers educational products,
tutoring services and teacher
training. She is a former teacher
with the Tipton County Schools.

Lori J. Keen

Brenda Branyan Vanderslice
(BBA) joined UBS Financial
Services Inc. as first vice
president-investments. tit

Lori J. Keen (JD) is a member
of the Memphis law firm of
McNabb, Bragorgos & Burgess.
Her practice focuses on general
insurance trial practice, workers
compensation, premises liability
and motor vehicle negligence
cases.

John Hayes
John Hayes (BBA) was named
assistant vice president of
risk management for Ingram
Industries Inc. of Nashville. He
joined Ingram as a risk analyst
in 1995.
Vanessa Hoffman (BA) wrote
the action and intrigue novel
Rear View Mirror. She lives in
St. Pete Beach, Fla.

tie Alumni Association Member
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Peggie Russell (BPS, JD
'95) has been selected by
the Tri-State Defender as a
"Woman of Excellence." She
works at the U of M's Center
for Community Building and
Neighborhood Action as a
community resource specialist
and Operation Safe Community
liaison. Russell serves several
community roles and is a
part-time criminal justice faculty
member at the University of
Phoenix and Axia College.

1993
Stephany Goodnight (BBA,
MS '95) is vice president of
replenishment for AutoZone
and a 2005 graduate of The
Leadership Academy, tie
Dawn Hopkins (BA) is a
sound engineer and awardwinning record producer.

1988

Lori D. Johnson (BA, MA '88)
has written her second novel,
A Natural Woman, scheduled
for release in November. Her
first novel, After the Dance,
debuted in 2008. tie

Russell Rhoads (BA, MS '94)
joined the Options Institute
at the Chicago Board Options
Exchange as a course content
writer and instructor. He also
was elected to a four-year term
on Community Consolidated
School District 181 's Board
of Education, which covers
five suburban Chicago
communities, tie
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Dr. Kevin Mayo (MS) is vice
president for Bridgehead USA
Inc. and an adjunct professor
in the graduate pharmaceutical
business program at the
University of the Sciences
in Philadelphia, where he
teaches health economics and
pharmaceutical pricing and
reimbursement courses. His
global pharmaceutical industry
experience includes leadership
positions with Daiichi Sankyo
Inc, Novartis Pharma AG,
Pharmacia Corp. and Hoffman
La Roche.

1994
Bobby F. Martin Jr. (BA,
JD '98) recently joined The
Cochran Firm. His practice
focuses exclusively in
representing injured parties in
medical malpractice claims.
David Rochester (MBA) of
Shoemaker Financial achieved
Million Dollar Round Table
status.
Paul Ryburn (MS) is
webmaster for the American
Contract Bridge League. Among
his projects are redesigning
the ACBL's main Web site and
developing a youth-oriented
bridge Web site.
Eric Sullivan (BSEd, MS '02)
was appointed high school
principal at Briarcrest Christian
School. He had been principal
of White Station Middle School.

1995
Melanie A. Keller (BSN, MHA
'03) is senior director of Home
Health Services for Meritan Inc. tit

1996
Steve Barlow (MA, JD '04)
is serving with the University
Neighborhood Development
Corp.
Aaron Hitchcock (BBA, MS
'06) was promoted to director
of business development for
Memphis Motorsports Park.
He joined the track in 2006
as business development
manager in an effort to
promote its NASCAR and NHRA
headline events.
Juanita W. Payne (BPS)
completed a master of
divinity degree from Memphis
Theological Seminary. She is
pastor of Clayton Temple CME
Church in Turrell, Ark.

Photos submitted to The University of Memphis Magazine
for "Columns" must meet minimum print requirements.
Hard copy photography should be no smaller than 2 x
3 and of original quality — no color laser copies or inkjet
outputs, please. Electronic files should be no smaller
than 600 x 900 pixels. Contact Gaby Maxey at gmaxey@
memphis.edu for more information.
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David Zachry (BFA),
interactive manager for
inferno, was named Interactive
Professional of the Year
and Ad Man of the Year at
the Memphis Advertising
Federation's Pyramid Awards.

experience in senior living
development and management
in Dallas, Washington, D.C., and
Memphis.

2000

Michelle Dry

William H. "Trey7' Watkins

William H. "Trey" Watkins
(BBA), a member of Watkins
Uiberall Certified Public
Accountants, was elected to
the board of directors of the
Fogelman College of Business
& Economics Alumni Chapter. &

Michelle Dry (MAT) is
education and outreach
coordinator for the U of M's
Ground Water Institute. She
previously was educational
resources manager for
the University's Center for
Earthquake Research and
Information.

K. Scott Strickland (BSET)
received a master of divinity
degree from Assemblies of
God Theological Seminary in
Springfield, Mo., in May.

Alisa Firehock (MHA),
director of the Office of Clinical
Research for the University
of Tennessee Medical Group,
was recognized nationally
by Mid-South Health Care
Executives for her service to the
American College of Healthcare
Executives and to fellow health
care administrators.

Bryant C. Witt (JD) was
named co-leader of the health
care practice group of the Miller
& Martin law firm. The group
comprises almost 40 attorneys
in three offices; Witt is in the
firm's Nashville office.

1997
Donny Davidson (BSCE)
is area engineer for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers in
Caruthersville, Mo.

& Alumni Association Member
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1999
Tracy Quick (BBA, MBA '01)
is an account executive with
Brown & Brown Benefits of
Naples, Fla. She has been in
the benefits and insurance
industry since 1994. &

Alisa M. Logan

Alisa M. Logan (BBA) is a
financial examiner for the State
of Tennessee.

Richard S. Wade (JD, MA),
an attorney with Thomas,
Thomas & Hafer in Harrisburg,
Pa., received an LLM in
trial advocacy from Temple
University School of Law in
May. He was admitted to the
American College of Legal
Medicine and practices in the
area of medical malpractice
defense.

Portia C. Hardman (BSEd)
received the Barbara Bolton
Distinguished Service Award
from the Memphis City Schools.
She is a Comprehensive
Development Classroom
teacher at Hillcrest High School.
Scott Hines (DMA) had
his electronic composition
"Dreaming Again" performed at
Akdeniz University in Antalya,
Turkey.

2007

Cody Snyder (BBA) was
promoted from account
executive in field sales
with FedEx Services to
sales executive-area
development. He was awarded
Representative of the Year for
his district, Rookie of the Year
for his region and Rookie of the
Year for his division. Snyder has
been with FedEx since 2006.

Izu Iwueke (BS) received
the Moore Scholarship from
Alpha Epsilon Delta, a preprofessional health honor
society. He is a student at the
University of Tennessee Health
Science Center College of
Medicine.

Wendy Vinson Ray

Wendy Vinson Ray (BA) was
promoted to senior manager of
communications for Pfizer Inc.
Global Financial Solutions.
J. Barrett Lucy

Chirag D. Chauhan (MBA),
partner in The Barnett Group
and a financial professional
with AXA Advisors, earned
a certificate in retirement
planning from the Wharton
School of the University of
Pennsylvania.

J. Barrett Lucy (JD) was
named partner in the Roanoke,
Va., law firm of Gentry Locke
Rakes & Moore. He focuses
his practice in construction law
and commercial litigation. Lucy
was named a Virginia Super
Lawyers Rising Star in 2008.

Stovall Kendrick (EMBA)
joined Dominion Partners of
Birmingham, Ala., as executive
vice president for Somerby
Senior Living, the company's
division that develops and
manages Somerby active
retirement communities. He
has more than 16 years of

Desiree Robertson (BA, MA
'05) is volunteer coordinator
for Ronald McDonald House
Charities.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Jennifer Bellott

Jennifer Bellott (JD) joined
the law firm of Rice, Amundsen
& Caperton, where she
practices family law. She is a
graduate of McGill University in
Montreal.

2005

2006

2002

2008

Anthony Troxel (BBA) is the
national marketing manager at
Gold Strike Casino Resort.

Michael Nunn (BFA) is a
graphic designer and owner of
Second to Nunn Design.

Brian Faughnan (JD), an
attorney with Adams and
Reese, joined the Litigation
Counsel of America.

Bryant C. Witt

Stryker Brigade. He is studying
for his master's degree in
middle childhood education
from Georgia State University
through the Army's Green to
Gold program. He will complete
his degree next May, and he will
be commissioned as an officer.

2004

1998

Stephen J. Mullin (PhD)
co-edited Snakes: Ecology and
Conservation, called "the first
book on snakes written with
a focus on conservation." He
is an associate professor of
biological sciences at Eastern
Illinois University.

2003
Freeman Foster (JD) was
named 2009 president of the
Young Lawyers Division of the
Memphis Bar Association. He
is an attorney with the Juvenile
Court of Memphis and Shelby
County.

Beth Tidmore (BSN) and
Theodore James "TJ"
Hausauer (BA '04) were
married on Dec. 30, 2006.
While pursuing her master's
degree in nursing, Beth worked
as a registered nurse and
interned with the Georgia
Department of Human
Resources Office of Emergency
Preparedness. After graduating
in August 2008, she got her
dream job as an emergency
preparedness specialist for
the Georgia Department of
Human Resources East Metro
Health District. TJ is in the U.S.
Army, and served in Iraq for 14
months as a mortarman for a

SUMMER 2009

Anthony Biggers (MFA) was
appointed visiting professor
at Alabama Agricultural and
Mechanical University.
Oscar C. Carr IV

Oscar C. Carr IV (JD), an
attorney with Glankler Brown,
was named to the alumni
board of Presbyterian Day
School. Cf
Elizabeth Dycus (MAT), a
fourth-grade teacher at Holice
Powell Elementary School in
Dyersburg, Tenn., was named
a Teacher of the Year by the
Dyer County Schools. She also
won district level 2009-10
Teacher of the Year for grades
K-4. Dycus is a member of the
Tennessee Science Teachers
Association, Tennessee
Educators of Aquatic and
Marine Science Association and
the National Marine Educators
Association.
Nathan Stevens (BBA) with
Reynolds, Bone & Griesbeck
was licensed as a certified
public accountant.
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Jessica McGarity Hackett

Jessica McGarity Hackett
(JD) joined the Memphis law
firm of Domico Kyle. During law
school she clerked for Judge
Karen R. Williams.

Kofi Martin (BM) was invited
to perform with the 2009
International Honors Wind
Symphony at Lincoln Center
for the Performing Arts in New
York City in May. The concert
featured 75 young musicians
from around the world.
Clifford Priestley (BA) is
an officer with the Collierville
Police Department. He
graduated from the Memphis
Police Academy, where he
earned the highest scores in
academics and physical fitness
and received the Shelby County
Optimist Respect for Law
Committee Overall Excellence
Award.

Whether by e-mail
or snail mail,
we want to hear
from you!
Send your information to:
Alumni Center
The University of Memphis
Memphis, TN 38152
901/678-2586
alumni@cc.memphis.edu
For Class Notes,
send information to:
gmaxey@memphis.edu
Be sure to visit The
University of Memphis
Magazine online at www.
memphis,edu/magazine
Get the latest news on
campus events!
www.memphis.edu/enews
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The University of Memphis Alumni Association expresses sympathy to the families and friends of the following individuals.

ALUMNI

(Listed alphabetically by graduation date)

1920S-30S

Maurine Miller Lloyd '30, Feb. '09
Ruth Clayton Clark '35, Feb. '09

1940s-50s

Harry Dean Baird Jr. '47, April 09
William G. Pittman 47, '70, Aug. 08
Judge Arthur Faquin Jr. '49, Feb. '09
Charles Reeves Fite '50, Jan. '09
John Pitts '50, April '09
John Thomas "Tom" McCallen '51, Feb. 09
Lou Thompson '51, Feb. '09
Mary Frances Crawford Brister 52, May 09
Thelma Hamilton Nave '52, March '09
Frank M. McCroskey 53, April '09
Paul E. Hess '54, April '09
Jerry B. Martin '55, Feb. '09
Shirley Potts '56, Feb. '09
Nancy Herron Atkins '57, '75, Feb. 09
George Farmer Cooley '59, Feb. '09
James William "Bill" Walker 59, Feb. 09

1960s-70s

Martha Whitehead Long 60, Jan. 09
Ruby J.D. Hindmon '63, '68, Feb. '09
Glenn Eden Sipe '63, March '09
Pauline Ruth Rochester Highsmith '64, '68, March 09
Evalyn L. Nichols '64, Jan. '09
John Fred Robilio Jr. '64, March '09
Sherry Kaplan '66, Feb. '09
Linda Yarbrough Harless '67, '71, March '09
Stanley H. Justis '68, April '09
Robert Lawrence Kennon Jr. '68, March '09

David G. Niebruegge '68, Nov. '08
Hardie M. Phipps Jr. '68, Feb. '09
Harvelene Zumstein '68, '69, March '09
Robert Pennington 69, May 09
Jeanne Idell Bornhurst Pankhurst Piper '69, April 09
Pearline Wright Grandberry '70, March '09
Julia V. Mestemacher 70, Feb. 09
Mary Mullins '70, Jan. '09
Anne Ogden Plyler '70, March '09
Thomas Elwood Wellman '70, Feb. 09
Dr. Clyde Van Rosen '71, '75, March '09
Mavis Jean Patten Clark '72, April 09
Sylvia Ann Gattas '72, April '09
Richmond N. Gore '72, Feb. '09
Frank Larkin III '72, '92, Feb. 09
James Spencer Oakley '72, Feb. 09
Bobby J. Williams '72, Jan. '09
Ernest Edward Brite 73, Jan. 09
William C. Duckworth '73, '89, May '09
Clifton Ross Quails '73, May 09
G. Russell Stanton Jr. '73, Feb. '09
John Clifford Page 74, March 09
Mary Jean Godwin Bell '75, March 09
Mary Mahoney Miller '75, '77, Feb. '09
Rev. Alice Hamilton Davies 77, March 09
George Earl Garrett '77, April '09
Elizabeth Perkins Graham '77, April 09
Alan Roy Smith 77, Feb. 09
Gordon E. Stalcup '77, March 09
Frank B. Maier III '78, June '09

T980S-90S

Arthur E. Baldridge Jr. '80, May '09
Cecile Meade Churchill '80, Feb. 09
Larry Duane Beilstein '81, April '09
Bethel Thomas Hunt III '81, April 09
Marcella Whitney McLarty 82, March 09

Jimmie Wall Farris '83, May '09
Craig Lahren '83, April '09
Billy Ray Littlejohn 85, March 09
Shirley Collins Fortino '86 March 09
Jim Shack Gill Jr. '88, May 09
Joanne Spain '88, April '09
Kara Maureen Leonard Allen '92, May 09
Robert Jerome Carter '92, April '09
Michael Joseph Christie '92, May 09
Jo Evelyn Grayson '94, March '09
Diane Denise Rone '94, Feb. '09
Timothy Keith Poe '95, April '09

2000s

Esther Merriweather 05, April '09
Diane Rubin Brown '06, April '09
Paul Shelton Smith 06, March 09
Brigitt Preyer '08, March '09

FACULTY/STAFF

Dr. Robert M. Anderson, March 09
Dr. Maxine L. Bernard '79, Feb. '09
Frederick B. Davis, March 09
Mattie B. Lang, Jan. 09
Sajjad Mahmood, Aug. '09
Kathryn Eudora Stickland Shockley, April 09

FRIENDS

Eugene Rodman Nobles Jr., Dec. '08
Gerald W. Tatum, March '09

Johanna
Edwards
(BA '01)
University of
Memphis Alumni
Association
Annual Member
2008 Outstanding
Young Alumna
Award-Winning
Journalist
Bestselling Author

Among her titles are:

Alumni Association
National Executive Board of Directors: Mark Long (BSEE '85), President; Allie Prescott (BA '69, JD 72), Vice President for Membership; Renee

Your
Break
Big
The Next Big Thing
Co Figure
How To Be Cool
Love Undercover

Anita Vaughn (BA '77, MPA '83); Mark Schuermann (BA '90); Cathy Ross (MBA '82); Wei Chen (IMBA '98); John Bobango (JD 83)
Advisers to the Executive Director: John Lawrence (BS '70); Robert Wright (BS '77); John Koski (BA '88); Judge Diane Vescovo (JD '80);
Rob Evans (MBA '98)

'80V Luther C McClelian: Andrew Bailey (BBA '00, MBA '05); Master of Public Administration: Deborah Reed (BBA '01, MPA '02); Music Society:
Tommie Pardue (BSD '68, MM '71); Nashville Law: Todd Presnell (JD '95); Nursing: Jessica Edwards (BSN '02); Parents Club: Barbara Mayo; Student
Ambassador Board: Denise Parnell (pursuing degree); Theatre and Dance: Josie Helming (BFA '67); University of Memphis^Association of Retirees:
Susanne Darnell (MA '70); University College: Dottie Spikner (BPS '95); Young Alumni Committee: Karimeh McDaniel (BA 02)

Become an Alumni Association
Member TODAY!
A single membership is only $35/year!
www.memphis.edu/alumni

Nashville- Mike Dodd (JD '01); New Orleans/Baton Rouge: Steven McCullar (BA '97); New York City: Janet Griffin (BS '95); Orlando: Katie Schwie
Perrine (BA '98); San Antonio: Marcus Jones (BEE 01); St. Louis: Dennis Breakstone (BBA '92); Tampa: Bob Riggins (BBA '70, MS '80); Washington
D.C.: Terry Rhea (BA '00)
Alumni Staff- Executive Director of the U of M Alumni Association and Director of Alumni and Constituent Relations: Tammy Hedges; Assistant
Director: Lauren Isaacman (BA '01, MA '05); Alumni Coordinators: Joe Biggers, Shawn Carter (BA '92, MS '04), Chelsea Dubey, Fariss Adams Ivey
(BBA '00), Ryan Jones (BA '05)
Alumni Administrative Staff: Jennah Green (BA '08), Lyndsi Potts (BFA 07)
Graduate Assistants: Alex Shipman (BA '07), Holly Rowsey (BA '09)

or call 901/678-ALUM
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

ALUMNI.
A S S O C I A T I O N

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS
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